WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN  DISTRICT, 
HATFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  AND 
WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


FIRST 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  OF 
THE  DISTRICTS 

FROM  THE 

FIRST  OF  JANUARY 

TO  THE 

THIRTY-FIRST  OF  DECEMBER, 


1938 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Urban,  Hatfield  Rural  and  Welwyn  Rural 

Districts. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  in  the  succeeding  pages  the  first  combined  annual 
report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the 
year  1938  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular, 
No.  1728,  of  25th  October,  1938. 

I  am  indebted  to  Captain  James,  the  Surveyor,  W.G.C.U.D.C., 
Mr.  Howarth,  Surveyor,  Hatfield  R.D.C.,  Mr.  Borthwick,  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Welwyn  R.D.C.,  Mr.  Stockdale,  Sanitary 
Inspector,  W.G.C.U.D.C.,  and  Mr.  Wright,  Sanitary  Inspector* 
Hatfield  R.D.C.,  for  the  particulars  regarding  water  supply,  drainage,, 
housing,  milk  supplies  and  other  matters  embodied  in  these  reports. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  hearty  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co¬ 
operation  given  to  me  by  them,  and  also  by  the  Clerks  of  the  respective 
Councils. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

TREVOR  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,576 

Population  (mid-year  1938)  R.G.  ...  12,150 

Population  (mid-year  1938)  as  estimated 

by  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Ltd.  ...  14,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  end  of 

December,  1938  ...  ...  ...  3,823 

Rateable  Value,  31st  December,  1938  £113,657 

Net  estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  £440 


An  air  raid  precautions  census  completed  in  March,  1939,  showed 
the  population  to  be  14,338. 

Special  Conditions. 

A  modern,  industrial  and  residential  centre.  There  are  factories, 
each  employing  over  a  hundred  hands,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
foodstuffs,  light  iron  castings,  grinding  wheels,  radio  sets,  films,  phar¬ 
maceutical  products,  and  in  building  and  constructional  work.  There 
are  also  firms  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sheet  lead  and  lead 
piping,  heavy  engineering,  and  in  the  production  of  moulding  powders 
for  the  plastic  industry. 

The  principal  small  factories  carry  on  the  following  industries  : — 
manufacture  of  dresses,  underclothing,  silk  stockings,  combs,  silk 
strings,  fine  chemicals,  foodstuffs,  electrical  appliances,  wireless  com¬ 
ponent  parts,  cattle  foods,  seed-sorting  machinery,  confectionery, 
motor  lorries,  pressed  metal  goods,  furnishing  ironmongery,  vitreous 
enamelling,  paints,  raw  enamels,  waterproofing  compounds,  printing, 
springs,  sandpaper,  sheet  metal  products,  waterproofers  and  proof- 
stainers,  and  engineers. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  I  Legitimate 
Births  j  Illegitimate 
Stillbirths  ... 

Deaths 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  ... 
Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

220 

89 

131 

3 

0 

3 

5 

3 

2 

90 

45 

45 

16 

21 

8T 


2 

9 


Maternal  deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  child¬ 
birth — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  0 

*  This  figure  is  arrived  at  by  multiplying  the  crude  death-rate  by  F26,  the 
adjusting  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

This  is  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  death-rate  comparable  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales  on  the  basis  of  equal  sex  and  age  distribution. 
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Seven  deaths  of  infants  (all  legitimate)  occurred  under  one  year  of 
age.  The  Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  as  follows  : — 


Welwyn  Garden  City.  Eng.  &  Wales. 

1935.  ’36.  ’37.  ’38.  1935.  ’36.  ’37.  ’38. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  35  62*8  49*2  31*4 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  37  64*5  46 '6  3L8 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  O’O  0*0  125  0*0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ... 


57  59  58  53 


1 

0 

0 


Birth-rate  ... 
Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  mortality  rate 


Welwyn  Garden  City. 

1935.  ’36.  ’37.  ’38. 

19-8  20-8  21-5  16-2 
7-4  9-1  9-8  8T 

35  62*8  49*2  31*4 


1921  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 


England  &  Wales.  Census  Census 


Birthrate...  22*4 

167 

16-3 

16-3 

15*8 

15*3 

14*4 

14*8 

14*7 

14*8 

14*9 

15*1 

Death  rate  12*1 

1P7 

13-4 

11*4 

12*3 

12*0 

12*3 

11*8 

11*7 

12*1 

12*4 

11.6 

Infant  mortality  83 

65 

74 

60 

66 

65 

64 

59 

57 

59 

58 

53 

County  of  Hertford. 

Birthrate...  18*5 

14-6 

14-9 

14*8 

15*3 

13*6 

13*6 

13*7 

13*9 

14*4 

14*6 

Not 

Death  rate  9*8 

107 

10*2 

11*9 

10*2 

10*6 

10*8 

10*2 

9*8 

10*0 

10*1 

vet 

avail¬ 
able  • 

Infant  mortality  50'2 

47 

45 

47 

41*9 

50 

42 

37 

35 

37 

37 

Urban  Districts  of  the 
County  of  Hertford. 
Birthrate...  18*6 

14-9 

14*0 

14*8 

15*4 

13*7 

13*6 

13*8 

13*9 

14*6 

14*9 

Not 

Death  rate  9’8 

10-9 

10*2 

11*9 

10*3 

10*6 

10*8 

10*6 

9*7 

10*0 

10*1 

yet 

avail¬ 

able. 

Infant  mortality  51 

51 

46 

49 

44 

53 

44 

40 

34 

40 

38 

Infant  Mortality. 


Seven  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  the  causes 
of  which  are  given  below. 


1  female 
1  female 
1  female 
1  female 
1  male 
1  male 
1  male 


45  minutes 
3  weeks 

1  day 

2  months 
2  days 

1  hour 
1  hour 


Cerebral  haemorrhage. 
Congenital  malformation. 
Birth  injury. 

Bronchitis. 

Prematurity. 

Prematurity. 

Congenital  weakness. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  pre-natal  influences  play  an  important  part  in 
causing  these  deaths,  and  attempts  to  prevent  them  should  be  directed 
to  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother.  Her  wisest  course  is  to  attend 
regularly  at  the  ante-natal  clinic,  and  to  follow  strictly  the  instructions 
she  receives  there.  The  general  impression  given  by  the  infant  and 
child  mortality  figures  for  the  year,  is  that  conditions  for,  and  care  of, 
babies  and  young  children  in  the  district,  are  of  a  high  standard. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  various  causes  of  all 
the  deaths  which  have  occurred — or  are  required  to  be  treated  as 
having  occurred — in  the  town  during  the  year. 


Males.  Females. 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ...  1 

Other  tuberculous  disease  ...  ...  1 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease  ...  ...  6 

General  paralysis  of  the  Insane,  tabes 

dorsalis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Aneurysm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  0 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  0 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc.  ...  ...  0 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  3 

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis  ...  ...  0 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  0 

Congenital  debility  and  Malformation, 

premature  birth  ...  ...  ...  3 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  ...  3 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  ...  3 


1 

0 

1 

0 

3 
0 
0 

11 

0 

0 

4 

5 
0 
2 
3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

3 


All  causes 


45 


45 
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Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 


The  Health  Services  of  the  town  are  administered  by  two  separate 
organisations,  The  Hospital  Association  and  the  Health  Association. 

The  figures  given  below  are  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1938.  n  ,  .  . 

The  returns  show  that  there  have  been  208  admissions  to  the 

Cottage  Hospital,  128  being  surgical  and  80  medical  cases.  The 
operations  performed  consisted  of  30  major  and  162  minoi  ones,  with 
107  first  aid  cases  in  addition.  Out-patient  treatments  numbered  1,123. 

Ever  growing  difficulty  is  found  in  meeting  the  needs  of  the  town 
with  a  small  hospital  of  eight  beds,  as  is  shown  by  the  increasing 
number  of  members  of  the  Central  Civic  Fund  Conti  ibutory  Scheme 
who  have  to  be  treated  in  other  hospitals.  During  the  year,  220  in¬ 
patients  and  231  out-patients  had  to  be  sent  to  othei  hospitals  at  the 
expense  of  the  Fund,  owing  to  lack  of  accommodation  oi  adequate 
facilities. 

Much  time  and  thought  has  been  spent  on  the  question  ol  a  new 
hospital.  As  is  well  known  the  Urban  District  Council  has  undei  taken, 
subject  to  the  sanction  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  raise  a  loan  foi 
the  purpose  of  building  and  equipping  a  new  hospital. 

The  District  Nurses  attended  the  following  cases  during  the  year  : 


General  Nursing  ... 
Midwifery  and  Maternity 


498 

124 


The  rapid  growth  of  the  town  has  necessitated  the  appointment 
of  a  sixth  nurse.  The  attendance  at  the  clinics  has  also  increased  so 
that  an  additional  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  now  held  every  month. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


The  time  when  these  Institutions  are  open  is  given  below 


Clinic. 

Place. 

Time. 

Child  Welfare 
Child  Welfare 

Fawrence  Hall 

2  to  4  p.m. 

Weighing  Clinic  Fawrence  Hall 

2  to  4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare 

Peartree  Club- 
House 

2  to  4  p.m. 

Ante-Natal 

Fawrence  Hall 

2  to  4  p.m. 

55  55 

Peartree  Club- 

2  to  4  p.m. 

Dental  ... 

Fawrence  Hall 

9.30  to  11.30 
a.m.  and  2 
to  4  p.m. 

Date. 

Every  Thursday. 

2nd  and  4th 

Wednesday  in 
every  month. 

Every  Monday 
and  Tuesday. 

First  Friday  in 
every  month. 

2nd,  3rd  and  4th 
Friday  in 
every  month. 

Every  Tuesday. 
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Clinic.  Place. 

Time. 

Date. 

Child  Guidance  St.  Albans  and 

Mid-Herts 

11  a.m. 

Thursdays 

Hospital. 

Married  Women’s 

7.30  to  9 

2nd  and  4th 

Clinic  (Birth  Lawrence  Hall 

Control)  ... 

p.m. 

2.15  to 
3.45  p.m. 

Friday  in 
every  month 
1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday  in 
each  month 

School  Health. 

The  structure  and  hygienic  fitness  of  all  schools  in  the  Garden 
City  is  at  a  high  level,  and  little  improvement  can  be  suggested.  In 
view  however  of  the  frequency  of  minor  accidents  in  the  schools,  it 
would  be  very  desirable  if  adequate  First  Aid  equipment  were  available. 
Endeavours  have  been  made  to  arrange  this  with  the  County  Authority, 
but  they  have,  so  far,  been  unsuccessful.  The  general  health  of  the 
school  children  is  satisfactory. 

The  defects  most  in  evidence  are  of  a  usual  type,  viz.,  enlarged 
tonsils,  and  adenoids,  defective  vision,  defective  teeth.  Signs  of 
definite  malnutrition  are  infrequent,  but  there  are  noticeably  increasing 
numbers  of  children  of  subnormal  physique.  These  suffer  from  postural 
defects,  flat  chests,  round  shoulders,  signs  of  old  rickets,  and  general 
backwardness  in  development.  The  large  proportion  of  these  come 
from  industrial  areas.  The  remedy  for  these  conditions  lies  in  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  corrective  and  general  physical  exercise,  the  provision  of  free 
milk  when  necessary,  and,  especially  in  the  case  of  defective  chest 
development,  the  training  of  as  large  a  number  as  possible  to  swim. 

Public  Health  Propaganda  in  the  District. 

A  Health  Week  was  planned  for  September,  1938.  This  embodied 
the  exhibition  of  health  films  at  the  local  cinema,  the  arrangement  of 
lectures  each  night  on  health  subjects,  an  exhibition  of  posters  and 
leaflets  and  a  display  at  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Stores.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  two  days  before  the  Health  Week  was  due  to  start  the  inter¬ 
national  crisis  arose,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  proceed. 

Other  health  propaganda  in  the  district  is  carried  out  steadily 
throughout  the  year  by  the  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign,  who 
arrange  periodic  lectures. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  their  work,  and  also 
to  those  firms  and  organisations  who  so  willingly  co-operated  in  the 
organisation  of  Health  Week. 

Notes  on  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  figures  for  the  year  1938,  revealed  a  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Garden  City,  and  an  increase  in  Diphtheria.  In 
one  instance  cases  occurred  in  a  large  food  manufactory,  but  fortun¬ 
ately  it  was  found  possible  satisfactorily  to  control  the  spread  of  disease. 
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It  is  to  be  noted  that  many  districts  now  have  schemes  whereby 
Diphtheria  can  be  controlled  by  the  systematic  immunisation  of  all 
children  under  twelve  years  of  age.  In  this  district  children  under  five 
years  can  be  immunised  free  at  the  County’s  expense  at  the  M.  &  C.W. 
centres,  from  five  to  twelve  years  by  their  own  doctors  with  material 
supplied  free  by  the  Local  Authority.  A  certain  number  of  parents 
avail  themselves  of  these  facilities  for  their  children,  but  the  response, 
in  spite  of  propaganda,  is  very  far  from  satisfactory.  Considering  the 
growing  nature  of  the  population  of  the  Garden  City  with  its  influx  of 
children  from  industrial  areas,  it  is  most  desirable  that  more  children 
should  be  immunised  and  the  disease  stamped  out.  A  neighbouring 
district  with  a  population  of  about  17,000  immunises  500  children  per 
annum  and  this  figure  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

Forty-nine  children  under  school  age  and  about  thirty-five  of 
school  age  were  immunised  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  during  the  year. 

Another  feature  of  1938  was  a  sharp  epidemic  of  Measles.  Measles 
is  a  non-notifiable  disease  and  therefore  the  control  of  an  epidemic  is 
rendered  more  difficult.  Its  rapid  spread  and  high  infectivity  make  it 
essential  that  early  action  should  be  taken  to  cut  short  its  transmission 
amongst  the  children.  In  the  case  of  the  1938  epidemic,  some  500 
cases  occurred,  but  fortunately,  owing  to  the  Council’s  provision  of 
extra  nursing  assistance,  complications  were  infrequent,  and  only  one 
death  occurred.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Measles  shows  a  periodicity 
amongst  a  community,  and  no  serious  outbreak  is  to  be  expected  for 
the  next  two  or  three  years.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  ensure  that  un¬ 
official  notification  of  any  undue  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the 
schools  will  enable  it  to  be  rapidly  dealt  with  in  future. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  nearest  available  clinics  are  (1)  at  Hatfield  at  “Northcotts, 
North  Road,  where  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Mondays  at  11  a.m.  ;  and  (2)  at  the  County  Medical 
Office,  Hertford,  on  Mondays  at  2  p.m. 


Venereal  Disease. 

Treatment  is  provided  free  of  cost  at  a  London  Hospital  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council. 


Hospitals  provided  or 

(1)  Tuberculosis 

(2)  Maternity  ... 

(3)  Children 

(4)  Isolation 


subsidised  by  the  local  Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. 


County  Sanitorium, 
Ware  Park. 
Wellhouse  Hospital, 
Barnet. 

Wellhouse  Hospital, 
Barnet. 

(a)  Sister’s  Hospital, 
St.  Albans. 

(b)  Wellhouse 
Hospital,  Barnet. 


County  Council. 

Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee,  County  Council. 

Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee,  County  Council. 

(Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fev¬ 
er,  and  Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever). 
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(5)  Smallpox 

(6)  Mental 

(7)  *Home  for 

aged  and  in¬ 
firm  women. 


Hitchin  Road, 
Langley,  near 
Hitchin. 

Hill  End,  near 
St.  Albans. 

Public  Assistance 
Institution, 

“  Welfield,” 
Hatfield. 


Hitchin  &  Letchworth 
Joint  Hospital  Board. 

County  Council. 

Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee,  County  Council 


*  All  male  Infirmary  case.>  are  admitted  to  Wellhouse  Home,  Barnet. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

(<2)  For  infectious  cases.  Motor  Ambulances  stationed  at  the 
Sister’s  Hospital,  St.  Albans,  and  Wellhouse  Hospital,  Barnet. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents.  The  Council’s 
Ambulance  stationed  at  The  Council  Offices,  Bridge  Road, 
Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(r)  For  maternity  cases  as  in  (b). 

There  is  an  Ambulance  and  Nursing  Division  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  in  the  District,  and  the  address  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  is  70  Knella  Road. 

The  Council  have  taken  over  the  Ambulance  service  previously 
administered  by  the  Local  Branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade, 
the  members  of  which  still  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  Council  in  this 
work,  supplying  stretcher  bearers  and  drivers  when  required. 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and  upkeep  of 
the  Ambulance  and  the  provision  of  an  expert  driver  and  mechanic. 
The  local  Nursing  Association  also  co-operate. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Arrangement  have  been  made  whereby  members  of  the  Medical 
Profession  practising  in  the  district  can  obtain  bacteriological  reports 
(free  of  charge)  in  cases  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis, 
meningitis  and  ringworm.  In  the  case  of  tuberculosis,  outfits  for 
collecting  specimens  for  examination  can  be  obtained  on  application 
from  the  County  Medical  Office,  Hertford,  or  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  at  one  of  the  dispensaries.  These  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  the  Hill  End  Mental  Hospital,  near  St.  Albans. 

Provision  of  Anti-toxin. 

Members  of  the  Medical  Profession  practising  in  the  district  can 
obtain  a  supply  of  diptheria  anti-toxin  free  of  charge.  The  anti-toxin 
is  kept  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Elm  Gardens,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Telephone  269,  and  at  the  Public  Health  Department. 

A  supply  of  sterile  throat  swabs  and  outfits  for  Widal  Tests  are 
also  available  at  this  Institution  and  at  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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Section  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  (i)  Water. 

The  Water  Undertaking  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Urban  District  Council. 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  deep  bore-holes  in  the  chalk  forma¬ 
tion  in  the  valley  of  the  River  Mimram  where  the  Pumping  Station 
is  situated.  Four  sets  of  pumping  plant  raise  the  water  to  reservoirs  on 
the  Sherrards  Wood  ridge,  which  provide  a  storage  capacity  of 
1,000,000  gallons  for  the  town  supply. 

From  the  same  station,  the  Council  pump  water  in  bulk  to  the 
towers  and  reservoirs  of  the  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council  and  part 
of  the  Rural  District  of  Hertford. 

During  1938  new  distributing  mains  of  a  total  length  of  5,214 
yards  were  laid. 

The  supply  of  water  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Five  wells  have  been  abolished  during  1938  (four  of  them  were 
yielding  impure  water)  and  a  main  water  supply  made  available  to 
the  premises  concerned. 


Examination  of  Public  Water  Supply. 

Water  samples  are  taken  at  regular  intervals.  The  two  reports 
following  are  representative  reports  of  such  examinations. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  a  tap  from  Main  at  8  Lytton 
Gardens  and  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 
The  result  was  as  follows  : — 

Analysis  of  a  sample  of  Water  received  on  8th  January,  1938,  from 
Welwyn  Garden  City  U.D.C.  Labelled  Tap  from  Main  at  8  Lytton 
Gardens. 


Signed  and  taken  by  M.  Stockdale. 
Dated  7th  January,  1938,  11.30  a.m. 

Appearance 

Colour 
Reaction  pH 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C.  ... 

Total  Solids,  180°  C . 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Hardness  :  Permanent 
Temporary 
Total  ... 

Metals 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80°  F. 


Chemical  results  in  parts  per  100,000. 

Bright  ;  slight  deposit  of 
mineral  particles. 

Normal — Odour  Nil. 

Neutral  :  7T  Free  Carbonic 
Acid  — . 

510 

34-0 

1*3 

0*24  Nitrites  absent. 

4*0 

22*0 

26*0 

Iron  :  0‘05.  Trace  of  Zinc. 

0*0000  Ammoniacal  Nitro- 
gen  — . 

0*0012  Albuminoid  Nitro¬ 
gen  — . 

0*005 
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Bacteriological  Resu'ts 
No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 

On  Agar  in  3  days  at  20°  C.  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  1  day  at  37°  C.  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  2  days  at  37°  C.  2 

The  Bacillus  Coli  ...  ...  Present  in  0  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  ...  ...  Present  in  0  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

( B .  Enteritidis  Sporo genes). 

Report  : — “  This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright,  of  normal 
colour,  and  neutral  in  reaction.  It  contains  traces  of  iron  and  zinc, 
but  not  in  excessive  amount.  The  water  is  hard  in  character 
though  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  saline  or 
mineral  matter  in  solution,  is  of  good  organic  quality  and  of  a 
high  standard  of  bacterial  purity.  We  regard  it  as  pure  and  whole¬ 
some  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.55 

For  Drs.  Beale  and  Suckling. 


Another  sample  was  taken  from  a  tap  from  Main  at  61  Ludwick 
Way  and  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 
The  result  was  as  follows  : — 


Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  25th  November,  1938, 
from  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council,  Labelled  :  Tap 
from  Main  :  No  61  Ludwick  Way.  Date  :  25th  November,  1938,  12 
noon. 


Taken  by  M.  Stockdale.  W' 
Stockdale. 

Appearance 

Colour  ...  ...  ... 

Reaction  pH 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Hardness  :  Total  ... 

Temporary 
Permanent 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  8 
Metals 


,  Mrs.  Webb.  Signed,  M. 


Chemical  results  in  parts  per  100,000. 

Bright  ;  few  particles  of 
mineral  debris. 

Normal — Odour  Nil. 

Neutral  :  7*2.  Free  Car¬ 

bonic  Acid  L7. 

510.  Total  Solids,  dried  at 
180°  C.  34-0. 

L8.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
Carbonate  24*0. 

...  260 
...  22-0 
...  4*0 

0*40.  Nitrites  absent. 

0*0008.  Ammoniacal  Nitro- 
gen  • — . 

0*0024.  Albuminoid  Nitro- 
gen  • — . 

°  F.  0-000 

Iron  :  0*015 
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Bacteriological  Results 
No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 

On  Agar  in  1  day  at  37°  G.  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  2  days  at  37°  C.  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  3  days  at  20°  G.  12 

The  Bacillus  Coli  ...  ...  Present  in — Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  ...  ...  Present  in — Absent  in  100  c.c. 

(. B .  Enteritidis  Sporogenes). 

Report  /—This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  and  of  normal 
colour,  containing  only  a  few  particles  of  mineral  debris  in  sus¬ 
pension.  The  water  is  neutral  in  reaction,  hard  in  character, 
although  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity, 
no  metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron,  and  is  of  satis¬ 
factory  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

It  is  therefore  considered  wholesome  in  character,  and  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  town  is  sewered  on  the  separate  system.  Surface  water  is 
drained  to  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and  Mimram  rivers,  which  bound 
the  district  on  the  south  and  north  respectively. 

Foul  water  is  gathered  by  tributary  sewers  to  the  main  trunk 
sewer  which  traverses  the  town  from  south-west  to  north-east,  and  dis¬ 
charges  into  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
district.  The  whole  drainage  system  is  new  and  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

Sewage  from  the  Valley  Road  District  is  raised  by  an  auto¬ 
matically  controlled  Pumping  Station  to  the  head  of  the  main  sewer. 

The  system  of  disposal  consists  of  detritus  tanks,  screens,  con¬ 
tinuous-flow  settlement  tanks,  dosing  tanks  and  percolating  filters  fed 
through  revolving  sprinklers.  Both  sludge  and  effluent  are  discharged 
temporarily  on  the  surface  of  adjoining  farmlands  without  nuisance, 
but  plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  construction  of  a  concrete  culvert 
to  carry  the  purified  effluent  to  the  River  Mimram,  and  provisional 
sanction  for  this  outfall  has  been  received  from  the  Lea  Conservancy 
and  the  Lea  Catchment  Board. 

During  1938,  4,404  yards  of  new  tributary  sewers  and  4,404  yards 
of  surface  water  drains  have  been  laid. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

A  portion  of  the  River  Mimram,  1  mile  (approx.)  runs  through 
the  northern  portion  of  the  district  and  a  portion  of  the  Lea,  half  mile 
(approx.)  runs  through  the  south  portion  of  the  district.  No  complaints 
of  pollution  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage  system,  with 
the  exception  of  those  cottages  (rural  in  character)  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  district,  where  the  pail  system  is  in  operation,  and  where  the 
occupants  arrange  to  bury  the  contents  in  their  gardens. 
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(a)  No.  of  pail  closets  abolished  ;  water  closets 

installed  and  connected  to  a  water  carriage 
system  during  recent  years  ...  ...  23 

(b)  No.  of  pail  closets  remaining  at  the  end  of  1938  44 

Of  the  44  houses  having  pail  closets,  19  are  the  subject  of  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  and  it  is  expected  that  a  further  21  will  be  provided  with 
water  closets  during  1939. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

(■ a )  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  All  premises  have  galvanised 
iron  dustbins  of  a  specified  type  and  capacity  for  the  deposit  of  refuse. 
Their  provision  is  enforceable  by  section  64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden 
City  Act,  1932.  Refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  covered  motor  vehicles 
by  the  Council’s  contractor. 

All  such  refuse  is  tipped  at  a  dump  near  20th  Mile  Bridge  and 
is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Such  rats  as  may  be  gain  access 
to  the  dump  or  its  surroundings  are  destroyed  with  poison  and  hydro¬ 
cyanic  acid  gas. 

(b)  Street  Cleansing.  This  is  controlled  by  the  Surveyor.  Street 
sweepings  are  collected  and  deposited  on  a  piece  of  land  which  is  being 
reclaimed  by  the  Council  for  eventual  use  as  a  play  park. 

(c)  Gully  Cleansing.  All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  are  respon¬ 
sible  are  regularly  emptied  and  flushed  by  Contract  Gulley  Cleansing, 
Ltd.,  who  are  employed  by  the  Council  under  contract  for  this  purpose. 
The  sludge  obtained  is  deposited  on  land  at  20th  Mile  Bridge.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  gullies  are  also  cleared  by  Welwyn  Builders  on  the  instruction  of 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Ltd. 

(d)  Such  cesspools  as  there  are  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s 
refuse  Contractor  at  the  request  of  and  at  the  expense  of  the  owner 
of  the  premises  concerned. 

(e)  Dustbins.  The  Council’s  contractor  notifies  the  Public  Health 
Department  of  any  defective  dustbins  they  find.  25  new  bins  were 
provided  during  the  year  on  owners  being  requested  to  do  so. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  : — 


Inspections  of  Factories  (with  mechanical  power) 

65 

5  5 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power) 

22 

55 

Workplaces 

20 

5  5 

Food  Stores 

32 

5  5 

Cowsheds,  Dairies 

36 

)  5 

‘Licensed  Premises 

10 

5  5 

Rat  Infested  Premises 

83 

5  5 

Shops  ... 

57 

5  5 

re  Insect  pests 

47 

5  5 

of  Dwellings  (excluding  Inspections  under 

H.A.,  1936) 

314 

}  5 

Schools 

10 

16 


No.  of  Premises  where  Drains  smoke  and/or  water  tested  ... 
No.  of  Premises  Disinfested  ... 

No.  of  Premises  Disinfected  ... 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  under  H.A.,  1936 
Miscellaneous  visits  ... 

Total  Inspections  of  Premises 

Smoke  observations  made 
,,  Nuisances 

(b)  (1)  Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 
(2)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  Informal  Notices. 

58  were  complied  with,  2  were  not  complied  with, 
and  Statutory  Notices  then  served. 

(2)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices. 

7  were  complied  with. 


4 

7 

39 

232 

22 


990 


78 

6 

60 

5 


(iv)  (a)  Shops. 

There  are  40  shops  in  the  district  in  which  approximately  450 
persons  are  employed.  Fifty-seven  inspections  of  shops  have  been 
made  during  the  year. 


Shops  Act ,  igj4 . 

Heating  apparatus  or  additional  heating  was  provided  in  two 
shops.  The  provisions  regarding  heating  are  most  difficult  to  enforce. 
Plans  of  new  shops  are  examined  by  the  Health  Department  before 
they  are  approved,  and  any  necessary  representations  made  to  the 
proposers  where  it  appears  that  either  the  plans  do  not  conform  with 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  that  structural  alterations  would  be 
necessary  on  the  shop  becoming  occupied,  because  the  shops  did  not 
comply  with  the  Shops  Acts. 

The  following  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  also  taken  : 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Sanitary  Defects 
Other  Nuisances 


Defects 

Informal 

Defects 

Found. 

Notices. 

Remedied. 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

(b)  Offices. 

All  offices  in  the  district  are  of  modern  construction  and  have  a 
high  standard  of  fitness.  Separate  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided 
in  all  cases  where  both  sexes  are  employed.  The  conditions  found 
regarding  ventilation,  lighting  and  cleanliness  are  very  satisfactory. 
Basement  rooms  are  not  used  for  clerical  employment.  All  buildings 
in  the  town  with  few  exceptions  are  constructed  without  basements. 
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(v)  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area. 


(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Smoke  observations  made  ...  ...  ...  78 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

In  each  case  where  smoke  was  produced  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  the 
factories  concerned  took  steps  to  avoid  repetition  of  the  nuisance. 

It  appears  that  the  atmosphere  of  Welwyn  Garden  City  is  com¬ 
paratively  unpolluted.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  high  consump¬ 
tion  of  electricity.  Practically  every  house  is  wired  for  electricity,  61% 
having  electric  cookers.  The  domestic  consumption  in  the  town  is 
higher  than  anywhere  else  in  the  country.  Factories  are  wired  for 
electricity,  which  in  all  instances  provides  the  motive  power.  Steam 
boilers  or  furnaces  are  used  for  heating  or  trade  processes  only. 


(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Lea  Valley  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  is  administered  by  the 
Council,  and  is  supplied  with  water  from  springs  arising  in  the  valley 
of  the  Lea.  The  supply  is  sufficient  to  maintain  a  constant  flow  through 
the  pool  and  affords  approximately  three  changes  of  water  in  24  hours. 
The  pool  is  100  feet  long  by  40  feet  wide,  the  bottom  is  paved  with 
flags  and  the  top  is  surrounded  with  concrete  paving. 

During  the  year,  the  swimming  pool  was  visited  on  one  or  two 
occasions.  The  cool  summer  appeared  to  have  reduced  the  attendance 
below  usual  numbers,  but  the  low  temperature  of  the  pool  would  also 
appear  to  discourage  bathing  on  any  but  the  hottest  day. 

While  the  water  could  not  be  demonstrated  to  be  bacteriologically 
unsafe,  the  presence  of  leeches,  insects,  and  algae,  made  it  definitely 
unattractive. 

Swimming  is  one  of  the  finest  forms  of  physical  training  for  people 
of  all  ages.  In  particular,  swimming  develops  correct  posture  and 
encourages  deep  breathing  and  good  chest  formation.  During  inspec¬ 
tions  of  school  children  in  the  Garden  City,  round  shoulders,  flat 
chests,  defective  breathing  and  poor  posture,  are  too  frequently  seen, 
and  it  may  be  stated  with  assurance  that  regular  swimming  exercise 
would  do  enormous  good  in  rectifying  this.  The  general  condition  and 
temperature  of  the  swimming  pool  at  present,  renders  this  impossible. 

As  the  water  discharges  into  a  fishing  stream,  no  chemical  treat¬ 
ment  can  be  provided  to  ensure  a  satisfactory  condition  of  the  water. 

Sand  filtration  is  in  use  at  the  inlet  to  exclude  vegetable  debris, 
leaves,  etc.,  and  fencing  has  been  provided  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
source  to  prevent  pollution. 


(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  Houses  found  infested  ... 

(a)  Council  houses 

( b )  Other  houses 
(ii)  Houses  disinfested  ... 


•  •  • 


9 

9 
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(2)  The  proprietary  fumigant  used  is  “  Cimex.” 

Methods  are  as  follows  Before  Fumigation. 

(a)  Loosen  skirting  boards  and  architraves  and  other  wooden 
fittings  ;  if  infestation  is  heavy  these  are  sprayed  at  once  with 
an  insecticide  (Zaldecide). 

(b)  Lift  two  floor  boards  at  ends  of  each  room  to  be  treated. 

(c)  Seal  any  flues  at  chimney  stack. 

(d)  Seal  all  ventilators  outside. 

(e)  Seal  all  windows. 

(/)  Arrange  bedding,  etc.,  for  maximum  gas  penetration. 

( g )  Light  fumigant. 

( h )  Seal  door. 

(i)  Deal  with  any  leakages — where  possible. 

After  Fumigation. 

(a)  The  rooms  treated  are  closed  for  at  least  6  hours. 

(b)  Although  the  gas  is  not  poisonous,  the  concentration  found 
when  unsealing  a  room  renders  it  necessary  for  the  operator 
to  wear  a  gas  mask,  the  gas  evolved  if  inhaled  in  a  concen¬ 
trated  form  causing  fits  of  coughing. 

(3)  There  has  been  no  slum  clearance  in  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
26  individual  unfit  houses  have  been  demolished  since  April,  1933, 
none  of  them  were  infested  with  cimex  lectularius,  accordingly  no 
action  has  been  necessary  concerning  the  above.  The  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment,  where  possible,  inspect  premises  occupied  by  would-be  tenants 
of  Council  Houses,  and  also  interview  all  applicants.  A  tenant  con¬ 
cerning  whom  evidence  is  available  that  he  would  prove  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  tenant  would  not  be  allocated  a  Council  House. 

(4)  Prior  to  Mid-Year,  1936,  the  Council  carried  out  all  dis¬ 
infesting  operations  in  the  town,  latterly  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Ltd., 
or  its  subsidiaries,  the  only  other  landlords  of  importance  have  them¬ 
selves  disinfested  houses  owned  by  them  requiring  treatment. 

(5)  Any  house  found  infested  is  at  once  fumigated  ;  the  tenants 
concerned  are  asked  to  report  at  once,  if  they  notice  any  fresh  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  bugs,  after  their  house  has  been  fumigated.  Em¬ 
phasis  is  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  presence  of  bugs  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of.  The  value  of  cleanliness  is  also  stressed. 


Section  D.— HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


270 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  467 

(2)  ( a )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  107 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Tear  without  service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  27 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

{a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
*  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 

Note  :  19  houses  are  the  subject  of  existing  demolition 

orders,  provision  is  being  made  for  the  persons  to  be  displaced 
to  be  accommodated  in  Housing  Scheme  No.  11. 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  houses  demolished  by  owners’  volun¬ 

tary  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

( a )  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  28 

(iii)  *  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  226 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  1938  ...  ...  ...  5 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during 

the  year  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  259 

(d)  No  houses  are  known  to  have  become  “  recrowded  ” 

after  steps  were  taken  to  abate  overcrowding 
therein. 


(e)  The  Council  has  built  50  houses  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  ;  these  houses  were  provided 
not  only  to  abate  existing  overcrowding,  but 
also  to  house  families,  which  whilst  not  at 
present  overcrowded,  would  have  become  so, 
during  the  next  few  years. 

From  the  figures  given  above  it  will  be  ob¬ 
served  that  33  cases  of  existing  overcrowding 
were  abated  during  the  year  1938.  The  aver¬ 
age  number  of  persons  concerned  per  family 
was  7.85.  All  known  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  abated. 

In  Welwyn  Garden  City  sub-letting  of  parts 
of  houses  occupied  by  members  of  the  working 
classes  is  not  allowed  either  by  the  Council  or 
Welwyn  Garden  City  Ltd.,  who  together 
own  practically  the  whole  of  such  houses. 
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Table  1. 

The  following  table  gives  details  concerning  houses  owned  by  the 
Council  : — 


In- 

Scheme  No.  of  clus- 

No.  Situation.  Acres,  houses.  Type.  No.  ive 

Rent. 


1  Youngs  Rise  1 

Elm  Gardens  4*6 
Applecroft  Road  / 

2  Guessens  Road  1 
Lanefield  Walk  j 

3  Longcroft  Lane 
Birdcroft  Road 

4  Ludwick  Way 

Knella  Road  \  20*4 

District 

5  Knella  Road 
Barnard  Green 
Longmore 

Gardens 

6  Salisbury  Road 
Heronswood 

Road  District 

7  Holwell  Road 

District 
Knella  Road 

8  Knella  Road 
Knella  Green 
Salisbury  Road 

9  Longlands  Road  \ 

Burgundy  Croft  | 
Ludwick  Way  j 

Holwell  Road  ' 

1 0  Wheatley  Road  \ 
Upperfield  Road  l 
Gowper  Road 


A3 

20 

13/2 

50 

B3 

20 

16/6 

B4 

10 

18/2 

A2 

38 

10/5 

93 

A3 

31 

11/11 

B3 

24 

14/10 

A2 

2 

11/3 

100 

A3 

54 

12/— 

B3 

44 

14/2 

A2 

31 

11/1 

*900 

A3 

43 

12/4 

B3 

103 

15/8 

B4 

23 

17/7 

A3 

76 

12/5 

*100 

B3 

24 

16/3 

A2 

24 

11/8 

*200 

A3 

130 

12/5 

B3 

46 

15/8 

£*65 

A3 

25 

12/2 

32 

12/2 

J8 

7/- 

*84 

A3 

84 

12/2 

A3 

91 

12/7 

+  *118 

B3 

19 

16/3 

18 

7/6 

A3( 

5)50 

14/2 

+*100p  A3(6)10 

14/11 

B3 

14 

15/9 

pA4 

14 

16/6 

pB4 

8 

17/8 

+  4 

8/1 

8*7 

18*15 

5*076 

8*47 

10*653 

14*2 


I 


Rate- 


Act 

Year 

able 

built 

com- 

value 

under,  pleted. 

1938. 

£ 

1919 

1922 

16  to 
'  21 

1923 

1924  j 

10  to 
15 

1923 

1925  j 

-  12 

1923 

1927 

12  to 
18 

1924 

1930 

I  12  to 
17 

1924 

1931 

10  to 
'  17 

1924 

J 

1 

12 

1932 

1930 

j 

7 

1925 

1936 

12 

1925 

1937 

17 

1  7 

J 

14 

1936 

1938 

14 

17 

17 

20 

8 


Type  A2. 
Type  A3. 
Type  A4. 
Type  B3. 
Type  B4. 
Flats 


l  Flats  for  aged  people. 

Non-parlour  and  two  bedrooms 
Non-parlour  and  three  bedrooms 
Non-parlour  and  four  bedrooms 
Parlour  and  three  bedrooms  ... 

Parlour  and  four  bedrooms . 

Non-parlour  and  one  bedroom 


85 

646 

14 

304 

41 

20 


1,110 

*817  of  these  houses  and  flats  are  provided  with  sheds.  - 

p  Built  to  relieve  overcrowding. 
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The  inclusive  rent  includes  rates  and  water  charges.  Rates  for 
1938,  13/4  in  the  £. 


Section  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

(1)  There  are  15  retail  purveyors  and  3  cowkeepers  registered,  of 
whom  only  6  occupy  premises  in  the  area.  The  major  portion  of  t  e 

milk  sold  is  produced  outside  the  district.  . 

During  the  year  36  inspections  were  made  of  cowsheds  and  dairies. 

Four  informal  notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

(2)  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders,  etc. 

Rptnil  PllY7)PV0YS 

Application  for  Registration  during  the  year 
Previously  Registered  ... 


Total 

Removed  from  Register 
Total  on  Register 

Cowkeepers  and  Producers. 

Previously  Registered  ... 

Applications  for  Registration  during  the  year 


0 

18 

18 

3. 

15 


3 

0 


1 

1 

1 


Total  on  Register  ... 

Milk  ( Special  Designations )  Orders. 

The  following  Licences  were  issued  during  1938  : — 

Licence  in  respect  of  the  establishment  at  which  T.T. 

Milk  is  bottled 

Licence  in  respect  of  the  establishment  at  which 
pasteurisation  is  carried  on  ...  ••• 

Licences  in  respect  of  other  shops  from  which  pasteur¬ 
ised  milk  is  sold 

Supplementary  Licences. 

To  sell  “  Tuberculin  Tested  55  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Biological  Examinations. 

Twenty-one  samples  of  milk,  obtained  in  course  of  delivery  to  con¬ 
sumers,  were  submitted  for  biological  examination,  with  a  view  to 

ascertaining  if  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  present. 

Sixteen  samples  were  found  to  be  negative  and  five  samples  being 
delivered  by  one  retail  purveyor  were  found  to  be  positive. 

One  cow  giving  tubercular  milk  was  detected  and  slaughtered. 
Examinations  made  of  the  herds  on  subsequent  occasions  after  positive 
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samples  had  been  obtained,  failed  to  show  any  cow  exhibiting  clinical 
symptoms  of  tuberculosis.  Authority  was  given  by  the  Council  to 
take  any  action  necessary  to  secure  that  pure  and  wholesome  milk  was 
retailed  by  the  dairyman  in  question.  Lengthy  negotiations  resulted 
in  the  dairyman  agreeing  to  pasteurise  his  supply.  Efficient  pasteurisa¬ 
tion  virtually  kills  all  pathogenic  bacteria.  Nine  samples  were  taken 
and  tested  to  ascertain  if  the  milk  was  being  properly  pasteurised.  In 
eight  instances  reports  indicated  that  the  samples  had  been  efficiently 
pasteurised  and  in  one  instance  that  the  milk  was  not  properly 
pasteurised.  In  the  latter  instance  the  error  was  sufficiently  slight  to 
indicate  that  any  pathogenic  organisms  present  would  have  been 
rendered  ineffective.  The  bacterial  quality  of  the  milk  was  also  found 
to  be  very  satisfactory. 

(4)  Milk  Sampling. 

(a)  Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  (see  also  part  (c)  of  this  section). 

The  results  of  the  95  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  given  below. 
The  results  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  bearing  in  mind  that  more 
samples  have  been  taken  from  those  Purveyors  whose  milk  was  thought 
likely  to  be  unsatisfactory  than  from  those  Purveyors  whose  supply  is 
believed  to  be  clean  milk. 

Of  the  57  samples  of  ordinary  milk,  only  7  contained  B.  Coli  in 
1/1 00th  of  a  millilitre. 

The  24  samples  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  milk,  and  the  13  samples  of 
“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk,  satisfied  the  standard  laid  down  by  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938. 


MILK  SAMPLES. 


Ordinary. 


Sample 

No. 

1  /10th 

6933/4 

— 

6930 

+ 

6928 

— 

6926 

- - 

6815 

+ 

6814 

— 

6630 

— 

6628 

+ 

6627 

— 

6626 

— 

S*6620/l 

S*  66 18/9 

S*6388/9 

— 

6282 

— 

6280 

— 

6278 

+ 

6276 

— 

B.  Coli  in  Milli'itres. 

1 /100th  1 /1000th 


+ 

absent  in 
absent  in 


Bacteria  per 
Millilitre. 

400 

360.000 

30,000 

9,000 

140,000 

120,000 

3.300 

8,000 

400 

23,000 

3,000 

2,000 

2.300 

1,000 

33,000 

36,000 

90,000 
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Ordinary  (continued) 


Sample 

B.  Goli.  in  Millilitres. 

Bacteria  per 

No. 

1/1 0th 

l/100th 

l/1000th 

Millilitre. 

U*6273/4 

5958 

5957 

+ 

absent  in 
absent  in 

1,400 

22,000 

15,000 

S*5955/6 

5954 

absent  in 

15,000 

10,000 

S*  5952/3 

— 

— 

— 

1,800 

5824 

+ 

— 

— 

480,000  approx. 

S*  5822 /3 

+ 

+ 

+ 

220,000  approx. 

S*  5820/1 

+ 

300,000  approx. 

5814 

— 

— 

— 

900 

5143 

— - 

— - 

— 

16,000 

5139 

+ 

+ 

— 

40,000 

5137 

— 

— • 

— 

42,000 

5135 

— 

— 

— 

400,000 

5134 

+ 

- - 

54,000 

4703 

— 

— 

- — - 

123,000 

4643 

— 

— ■ 

— 

31,000 

4642 

— 

— 

— 

2,400 

4640 

+ 

— 

— 

53,000 

4638 

— 

— 

— 

40,000 

4636 

— 

— 

— 

50,000 

4482 

+ 

— 

— 

40,000 

4480 

— • 

— 

— 

1,300 

4479 

— 

— 

— 

11,200 

4478 

— 

— ■ 

— 

2,000 

4477 

— 

— ■ 

— 

200 

4476 

— 

— 

— 

23,000 

4475 

— 

— 

- — - 

2,000 

4455 

— 

— 

— 

11,900 

4352 

+ 

— 

- - 

31,000 

4350 

— 

— 

— 

36,000 

4348 

— 

— 

— 

47,000 

4346 

— 

— • 

— 

92,000 

4344 

— 

— 

— 

1,000 

4342 

+ 

+ 

+ 

11,000 

4340 

+ 

— 

— 

18,000 

3642 

+ 

+ 

— 

67,000 

3641 

— 

— 

— 

75,000 

3639 

— 

— 

— 

6,000 

3636 

— 

— 

— 

11,000 

Pasteurised. 

6932 

6925 

6816 

-U 

i 

absent  in 
absent  in 

2,700 

80,000 

12,200 

6813 

— 

— 

— 

8,000 

S*6811/2 

— 

— 

— 

25,000 

25 


Pasteurised  (continued) 


Sample  B.  Coli.  in  Millilitres. 

Bacteria  per 

No.  1/1  Oth 

1 /100th  1 /1000th 

Millilitre. 

S*6809/10 

—  — 

10,000 

S*6624/5  + 

T  T" 

12,000 

S*6622/3 

absent  in 

3,500 

6617 

absent  in 

33,000 

6616 

absent  in 

4,000 

6275 

absent  in 

12,000 

6272 

absent  in 

10,000 

5959 

absent  in 

800 

5825 

absent  in 

24,800 

5819 

absent  in 

17,000 

5141 

absent  in 

5,300 

5132 

absent  in 

6,000 

4645 

absent  in 

8,000 

4644 

absent  in 

10,000 

4474 

absent  in 

3,900 

4473 

absent  in 

12,000 

4355 

absent  in 

20,000 

4354 

absent  in 

14,000 

3644 

absent  in 

4,000 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

S/M6935/6 

absent  in 

18,000 

S/M6614/5 

absent  in 

1,200 

S/M6612/3 

S/M6271 

absent  in 
absent  in 

820 

S/M5817/8 

absent  in 

100,000 

S/M5815/6 

absent  in 

113,000 

S/M5144/5 

absent  in 

1,000 

S/M4634/5 

absent  in 

24,000 

S/M4632/3 

absent  in 

280,000 

S/M3630/1 

absent  in 

1,700 

S/M4358/9 

absent  in 

40,000 

S/M4356/7 

absent  in 

7,000 

S/M3632/3 

absent  in 

10,000 

Sterilised. 

4481 

absent  in 

Sterile 

S*  Indicates  satisfactorily  pasteurised. 

U*  Indicates  unsatisfactorily  pasteurised. 

S/M  Indicates  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  The  system  of 
inspection  in  operation  in  the  district  consists  of  the  inspection  of  shops 
selling  meat  and  other  foods,  such  premises  were  found  to  be  well 
kept  and  in  a  sanitary  condition. 
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A  number  of  meat  and  other  perishable  food  vendors’  vehicles 
come  into  the  district  ;  these  are  inspected  at  intervals. 

No.  of  official  inspections  of  Food  Stores  ...  ...  ...  32 

,,  ,,  irregularities  under  Meat  Regulations  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  and  Allied  Acts  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council. 

During  the  year,  13  samples  of  food  were  taken  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  seven  being  milk  and  six  “  other 
foods.”  The  samples  of  other  foods  were  as  follows  : — Butter  2,  Lard  1, 
Coffee  1,  Jam  1,  Sausages  1.  All  the  samples  on  examination  were 
found  to  be  genuine. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  above  examinations  are  carried  out  at  : — 

(1)  Hill  End  Laboratory,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 

(2)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  91  Queen  Victoria 

Street,  London,  E.C.4. 

(3)  Public  Analyst,  17  Gt.  Tower  Street,  London,  E.C.3. 

(e)  Shell-Fish  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  in  the  district. 


Section  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Age 

Periods. 


Total  cases 
notified. 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  15 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  13 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  0 
Pneumonia  ...  ...  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  4 
Erysipelas  ...  ...  3 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  2 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis. 


Cases  admitted 
to  hospital. 

12 

12 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

mfmf  mfmf 


1 


1 

2 


0 

1 

5 


•  •  • 
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1 


Age 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F  M 

F 

M  F 

10 

15 

...  2 

— 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

20 

25 

. . .  1 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

30 

...  1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

35 

...  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

—  — 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 

...  3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

—  — 

...  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

...  7 

7 

7 

1  2 

1 

0  0 

No.  of  cases  on  register  at  January  1st,  1938  : 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

22  17  13  15  Total  67 

No.  of  cases  on  register  at  December  31st,  1938  : 


Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

26 

20 

18 

16 

Total  80 

Comparative  Tuberculosis  Statistics. 
Welwyn  Garden  City  U.D.C. 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

New  Cases  ... 

...  13 

14 

5 

15 

22 

Deaths 

3 

7 

7 

4 

3 

Death  Rate  ...  *32 

A  Neighbouring  Garden  City. 

•70 

•65 

•35 

•21 

New  Cases  ... 

...  17 

27 

23 

10 

Not 

Deaths 

7 

6 

7 

8 

yet 

Death  Rate 

...  *49 

•41 

•46 

•51 

available 

A  Neighbouring  R.D. 

New  Cases  ... 

...  17 

19 

13 

20 

Deaths 

7 

7 

5 

4 

?  5 

Death  Rate 

...  -55 

•52 

•34 

•25 

A  London  Borough. 

New  Cases  ... 

...  171 

117 

119 

123 

Deaths 

*...  63 

54 

61 

62 

5  } 

Death  Rate 

...  *862 

•792 

•871 

1-005 

England  and  Wales. 

New  Cases  ... 

...  64,230 

59,623 

59,269 

59,918 

Deaths 

...  30,882 

29,201 

28,268 

28,531 

5  5 

Death  Rate 

...  -740 

•687 

28 

•657 

•695 

Tuberculosis. 

There  is  an  increase  of  5  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year.  The  factors  influencing  this  are  the  general 
growth  of  the  population,  the  removal  to  the  district  of  infected  persons 
who  seek  the  benefit  of  healthier  surroundings,  and  the  removal  to 
the  district  of  Tubercular  or  pre-Tubercular  persons  from  depressed 
areas  for  industrial  purposes.  In  spite  of  the  increase  of  cases  notified 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  death  rate  has  fallen. 

An  Analysis  of  Gases  Notified  under  Age  Groups  is  set 

out  BELOW. 


DISEASE. 


Scarlet 

Typhoid 

Puerperal 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

Fever.  Pneumonia.  Pyrexia.  Erysipelas. 

Polio- 

myelitis. 

Under  1  year 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2  years 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3  years 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  years 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  years  . . . 

5 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10  years 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  years 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20  years 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

35  years 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

45  years 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Total  ... 

15 

13 

2 

4 

4 

3 

3 

The  following  are  the  infectious  diseases  which  are  notifiable  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City  : 

Infectious  Diseases  which  must  be  Notified  to  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health: 

Smallpox  (Variola),  1889  and  1899. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina). 

Typhus  (Jail  Fever). 

Typhoid  (Enteric  Fever).  Extended  to  include  Paratyphoid, 
1927. 

Relapsing  Fever  (Tick  Fever). 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Childbirth  Fever),  1926,  1928,  1937,  1939. 
Tuberculosis  (Consumption),  1912,  1921,  1924,  1930. 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis). 
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v£l 

<T> 


\0 

-'*4 


M3 

00 


NUMBER  OF  CAS  es 


JAN. 

FEB. 

MAR. 

APR. 

MAY 

JUN. 

JUL 

AUG. 

SEP 

OCT. 

NOV. 

DEC. 

JAN. 

FEB. 

MAR. 

APR. 

MAY. 

JUN. 

JUL. 

AUG. 

SEP. 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC. 

JAN. 

FEB. 

MAR. 

APR. 

MAY. 

JUN. 

JUL. 

AUG. 

SEP. 

OCT 

NOV. 

DEC. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Inflammation  of  the  Spinal  Cord). 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  the  Newly- 
born),  1914,  1926,  1928,  1937. 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  (Inflammation  of  the  Brain),  1918. 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  (Sleepy  Sickness). 

Acute  Primary  Malaria  (Ague),  1919. 

Dysentery  (Inflammation  of  Large  Gut).  Extended  to  include 
Amoebic  and  Bacillary  types,  1927. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 


List  of  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-Laws  in  Force  in  the  Urban 
District  and  Dates  from  which  they  became  operative. 


1.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 

1907  (Section  33)  ... 

2.  Do.  (Section  19) 

3.  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act, 

1 890 

4.  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (except  Sec¬ 

tions  21  and  22  of  Part  II) 

5.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 

1  8QD 

A  U  /  O  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


13th  May,  1915. 
30th  April,  1935. 

1st  April,  1927. 

1st  August,  1930. 

1st  March,  1931. 


6.  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement) 
Act,  1926,  Bye-laws  made  under 
Section  2  ...  ...  ...  ... 


6th  May,  1931. 


7.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907— Sections  18,  20,  22,  28,  29, 
30  (subject  to  conditions),  32  (sub¬ 
ject  to  provisions  of  Section  33) 
Part  IV.  Sections  53  &  54 
The  conditions  referred  to  are  those 
contained  in  the  Welwyn  Garden  City 
Urban  (Public  Health)  Order,  1932 


29th  February,  1932. 

j 


8.  Welwyn  Garden  City  U.D.G.  Act 


16th  June,  1932. 


9.  Bye-laws  for  the  prevention  of  waste, 
etc.,  of  water  made  under  provisions 
of  Section  38  Welwyn  Garden  City 
U.D.C.  Act,  1932 


14th  November,  1932. 


10.  Bye-laws  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
made  under  provisions  of  Section 


157  P.H.A.  1875. 


1 

J 


21st  December,  1933. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories. 

Premises 

(1) 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical 
Power  ... 

Inspections 

(2) 

65 

Number  of : 
Written 
Notices 

(3) 

6 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

0 

FACTORIES  without  Mechanical 
Power  ... 

22 

4 

0 

OTHER  PREMISES  under 
Act  •••  ••• 

the 

10 

1 

0 

Total 

... 

97 

11 

Nil 

2.  Defects  Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found  Remedied 

(1)  (2)  (3) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  : 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 
instituted 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

7 

7 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

• 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  ... 

5 

5 

1 

0 

Total 

15 

15 

1 

Nil 
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Factories  Act,  1937,  Part  viii. 

There  are  no  occupiers  of  factories  in  the  district  who  issue  home¬ 
work  to  outworkers.  No  outwork  is  carried  on  in  unwholesome  pre¬ 
mises.  One  outworker  only  is  known  to  be  employed  in  the  district. 

Factories — General  Information. 

All  factories  in  the  district  are  less  than  20  years  old  and  conse¬ 
quently  are  of  satisfactory  construction.  The  health  conditions  under 
which  factory  workers  are  employed  are  very  satisfactory.  Each  factory 
is  wired  for  electricity. 

Plans  for  all  new  factories  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  before  they  are  approved.  Where  the  Council  is  authorised 
to  reject  the  plans  by  reason  of  their  non-compliance  with  sections  37, 
43  or  59  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  plans  are  either  returned 
to  the  Proposers  for  agreed  amendment  or  rejected.  Where  there  is  no 
authority  to  reject  the  plans  but  the  erection  of  the  factory  concerned 
is  likely  to  give  rise  to  contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  or 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  appropriate  suggestions  are  made  to  the 
proposers. 

Garden  Refuse. 

Accumulations  of  decaying  food,  manure,  grass  cuttings  and  mixed 
garden  refuse  form  media  for  the  breeding  of  flies  and  other  insect 
pests.  All  such  refuse  should  be  burnt,  buried,  or  removed  at  least  once 
a  week.  This  is  particularly  important  during  the  months  from  April 
to  October.  The  Council  remove  only  house  refuse,  but  the  Council’s 
refuse  contractor  is  prepared  to  remove  garden  refuse,  at  the  rate  of  3d. 
per  bin. 

Rats  and  Mice. 

The  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  is  administered  in 
the  Garden  City  by  the  County  Council,  who  are  the  Local  Authority 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  The  Act  gives  power  to  enable  the  County 
Council  to  delegate  its  power  to  a  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 
The  power  has  been  delegated  to  the  Hertfordshire  Agricultural 
Committee. 

The  County  Rats  Officer  is  Mr.  J.  Dubbin,  19  North  Crescent, 
Hertford  ;  ’Phone  :  Hertford  93.  Advice  is  given  as  to  the  best  means 
of  eradication  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  Mr.  Dubbin. 
If  circumstances  render  it  necessary  and  expedient,  Public  Health 
Department  is  prepared  to  take  action  to  destroy  rats  and  mice. 

During  the  year,  83  inspections  were  made  to  investigate  rodent 
infestation.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  all  cases  and  the  trouble 
abated. 

Insect  Pests. 

Forty-seven  visits  were  made  concerning  complaints  of  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  ants,  beetles,  fleas,  earwigs,  etc.  The  measures  necessary  to 
eradicate  the  pests  were  taken. 


c 
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Sanitary  Improvements  Carried  Out  After  Intimation  to 

the  Owner  or  Occupier. 


Nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with. 

Premises. 

Defective  house  roofs 

Galvanised  dust-bins  provided  or  renewed 
Defective  washing  coppers 
Damp  houses  ... 

Defective  guttering 
Verminous  premises 
Dirty  premises 
Windows  repaired 
New  ventilators 
Ceilings  renewed 
New  floors 
Defective  ranges 
Defective  pointing 

Drains. 

Defective  drains  relaid 
,,  ,,  repaired 

Choked  drains 

Closet  Accommodation,  etc. 

Insufficient  or  no  W.C.  water 
New  W.C.’s  fixed 
Defective  W.C.  seats  ... 

Defective  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes,  traps,  etc. 

Miscellaneous  repairs 

New  accommodation  provided 

General. 

Rat  infested  premises 
Insect  infested  premises 
Defective  rain  water  pipes  , 

Defective  house  floors 
Accumulation  of  refuse 
Impure  water  supply 
Overcrowding  abated 
Yard  paving  repaired 
Defective  downspouts 
Plastering  repaired 
Air  Locks 

Miscellaneous 'nuisances  and  repairs 
Disinfections  . . . 

New  yard  paving 
Defective  gullies 
Keeping  of  animals 
New  manholes 


5 
25 

3 

3 

6 
9 

12 

8 

6 

4 
4 
2 
3 


3 

8 

20 


3 

3 

5 

14 

10 

2 


40 

30 

6 

7 
15 

4 

33 

10 

8 

12 

3 
30 
39 
10 

4 
4 
6 
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Schools. 

There  are  9  schools,  4  of  which  are  Public  Elementary  Schools 
The  water  in  each  case  is  obtained  from  the  town’s  public  supply. 

No.  of  visits  to  Public  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  10 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  flock  is  manu¬ 
factured,  used  or  sold. 


Infected  Premises. 


Disinfection. 

No.  of  infected  Rooms  disinfected  in  39  infected  houses,  47. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

The  above  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  through 
the  Chief  Constable  of  Hertfordshire. 


Factories  Act ,  iggy. 

The  following  is  a  list  extracted  from  the  Register  of  Factories 
showing  the  wide  range  of  articles  manufactured  or  dealt  with  in  the 
town. 


Factories. 


Factories  making  the  following 

Agricultural  Machinery  ...  1 

Automatic  Machines  ...  1 

Boxes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Building  and  Partition 

Blocks  ...  ...  ...  1 

Building  Requisites  ...  3 

Benzine  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cattle  and  Poultry  Foods  ...  1 

Cement  Water  Proofers  ...  1 

Chemicals  for  Motor  Trade  1 

Coil  and  Helical  Springs  ...  1 

Combs  and  Vulcanite  Goods  1 
Corsets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cosmetics  and  Medicines  1 
Dog  Foods  ...  ...  1 

Electrical  Components  ...  1 

Electrical  Heating  Appli¬ 
ances  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electrical  Resistances  ...  1 

Electrodes  for  Welding  ...  1 

Enamels  :  Raw  ...  ...  1 

Fancy  Goods  ...  ...  2 

Grinding  Wheels  ...  ...  1 


Instruments  and  Light  En¬ 
gineering 
Metal  Casters 
Metal  Scrapers 
Metal  Workers 
Moulding  Powders 
Paints  and  Varnishes 
Paints  for  Finishing 
Radio  Sets 

Radio  Set  Accessories 
Road  Sweeping  Machines, 
etc#  •••  •••  ••• 

Sandpaper 

Seed  Sorting  Machinery  ... 
Silk  Dresses 
Stained  Glass 
Stockings  and  Hosiery 
Strings  for  Tennis  Racquets 
Sweets 

Vulcanite  Products 
Waterproofers  and  Stain- 
proofers  ... 

Wire 


1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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Factories. 


Factories  are  also  used  as  follows: — 


Bakery  and  Confectionery  2 

Blacksmiths  Shop  ...  ...  2 

Brickworks  ...  ...  1 

Electrical  Station  ...  ...  1 

Food  Factory  ...  ...  3 

Film  Studio  ...  ...  1 

Iron  Foundry  ...  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lead  Mills  ...  ...  1 

Manufacturing  Chemists  ...  3 
Printing  Works  ...  ...  2 

In  additionthe  below  mentioned  work 
is  carried  out  in  Factories  : — 

Basket  Making  ...  ...  1 


Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  3 

Cycle  Repairing  ...  ...  1 

Dressmaking  ...  ...  1 

Engineering  :  Construc¬ 
tional  ...  ...  ...  1 

Engineering  :  Heating  ...  1 

Gas  Apparatus  Repairing  1 

Motor  Repairing  ...  ...  2 

Parchment  Working  ...  1 

Picture  Framing  ...  ...  1 

Radio  Repairing  ...  ...  2 

Sign  Writing  ...  ...  2 

Upholstering  ...  ...  1 

Vitreous  and  Synthetic  Ena¬ 
melling  ...  ...  ...  1 
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HATFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  1938. 


i.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

(a)  Medical. 

TREVOR  THOMAS,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  R.C.P.  &  S.,  London, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer. 

[b)  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

J.  R.  HOWARTH,  M.Inst.M.  &  Cy.E.,  A.R.San.I.,  Surveyor 

and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

K.  F.  HUDSON,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I.  (left  December,  1938). 

Certificate,  Meat  Inspection. 

S.  W.  WRIGHT,  A.R.San.I.  (commenced  December,  1938). 

(e)  Clerk. 

F.  J.  HIRON. 
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Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  ... 

Population,  mid  year  1938  (R.G.)  ... 
Population,  Census,  1931 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to 
Rate  Book,  October,  1938 
Rateable  Value,  October,  1938 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


22,091 

16,500 

11,001 

4,719 

£140,428 

£520 


Social  Conditions. 

The  district  is  mainly  residential. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Births. 


Live  births,  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Still  births 


Total  M.  F. 

292  143  149 

12  8  4 

7  2  5 


Birth  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  resident 
population  18'4. 

Rate  per  1,000  (live 
and  still  births)  22*5. 


Deaths. 


140  67  73 


Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  . 


Corre¬ 
sponding 
figures  for 
1937. 

*8-39  8*7 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 


Number 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  0 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  1 


Rate  per 

1,000  total  (live  No.  Rate, 
and  still)  births. 

0  1  3-65 

3-21  1  3-65 


Total  ...  1 


2 


8  deaths  occurred ‘in  legitimate  infants  under 
one  year  of  age. 

*  This  figure  is  arrived  at  by  multiplying  the  crude  death  rate  by  *99,  the  adjusting 
factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  This  is  necessary  in  order  to  make  the 
death-rate  of  the  district  comparable  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  on  the  basis  of 
equal  sex  and  age  distribution. 
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Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 
All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births . 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births 

Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 


26- 31  25-5 

27- 39  25-5 

0  0 


The  following  tables  are  given  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  : 


1921  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 
Census  Census 


England  &  Wales 

Birthrate  ...  22’4  16*7  16*3  163  15*8  15*3 

Death  rate  ...  12*1  11*7  13*4  1P4  12*3  12*0 

Infant 

mortality  ...  83  65  74  60  66  65 


Not 

14-4  14-8  14-7  14-8  14*9  yet 

12'3  11-8  11*7  124  12-4  avail¬ 

able 

64  59  57  59  58 


County  of  Hertford 

Birthrate  ...  18*5  14*6  14*9 
Death  rate  ...  9*8  10*7  10*2 

Infant 

mortality  ...  50.2  47  45 


14-8  15-3  13-6  13-6  13*7 

11-9  10-2  10-6  10-8  10-2 

47  41.9  50  42  37 


13-9  14-4  14-6  Not 
9-8  10-0  10-1  yet 
avail- 

35  37  37  able 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  causes  of  death  and  ages  at  which  death  occuied  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  are  given  below  : — 


Male,  aged  3  months 
Female,  newly  born 
Male,  aged  1  day  ... 
Female,  aged  2  days 
Male,  aged  9  hours 
Female,  aged  2  days 
Male,  aged  11  months 
Male,  aged  2  days  . . . 


Acute  Bronchitis. 

Found  in  swamp. 

Found  in  park. 

Convulsions. 

Congenital  debility. 
Prematurity. 

Acute  Broncho-Pneumonia. 
Congenital  debility. 


The  causes  of  death  shown  above  are  self  explanatory  and  require 
no  comment. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  the  causes  of  death  m  1938  are 
less  due  on  the  whole  to  pre-natal  influences  than  to  post-natal  causes, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  any  of  the  above  deaths  could  have 
been  prevented  by  any  means  at  present  available. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  WORK  IN  HATFIELD 

DURING  1938. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council, 
and  Dr.  Chalmers,  the  Medical  Officer,  has  kindly  supplied  the  in¬ 
formation  below  regarding  the  work  carried  on.  The  Clinics  are  at 
present  held  at  “  Northcotts”,  Great  North  Road,  Hatfield.  These 
premises  are  very  much  in  need  of  improvement  and  it  is  gratifying 
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to  report  that  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  are  erecting  a  new 
and  commodious  building  for  the  purpose  in  St.  Albans  Road  in  the 
near  future.  This  will  be  a  great  encouragement  to  all  those  interested 
in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  the  District,  and  should  aid  in 
improving  the  standard  of  child  health  and  effecting  a  reduction  in 
infantile  mortality. 

Total  number  of  ante-natal  cases  on  the  books  ...  95 

’5  55  55  child  welfare  cases  on  the  books  ...  324 

Average  attendance  per  session  : 

Ante-natal  cases  ...  ...  ...  _  15 

Child  welfare  ....  SQ 

Number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  ...  88 

Number  of  new  cases  receiving  orthopaedic  treatment  7 

Number  of  pregnant  mothers  referred  for  dental  treat¬ 
ment  ...  90 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ...  ...  Zo 

Number  of  nursing  mothers  referred  for  dental  treat¬ 
ment  ...  7 

/ 

Number  of  children  referred  for  dental  treatment  ...  42 

General  Causes  of  Death  : — 

Influenza  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever . 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  disease 

Syphilis . 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  Tabes 
Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

Diabetes  ... 

•  •••  •••  « 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

Heart  Disease 

Aneurism  . 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis  . 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Other  Diseases  of  liver  ... 


Dorsalis 


Males. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 
1 
0 
0 

5 
0 
4 

6 
0 

10 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


Females. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

6 

7 

0 

7 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 
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Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

Congenital  debility  and  Malformation, 
mature  birth 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  ••• 

Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence 
Other  defined  diseases  ... 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Males. 


5 

0 

0 


2 

9 

0 

6 

8 

0 


All  causes  ...  67 


Females. 

2 

0 

1 

3 

16 

0 

1 

4 

0 

73 


Causes  of  Death. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  District  as  shown  by  the  Registrar’s 
returns  reveal  no  very  striking  change  from  past  years.  The  principal 
causes  are  Senility  (3  males  and  10  females  were  over  85  at  death), 
cancer,  and  heart  and  circulatory  diseases.  There  has  also  been  an 
increase  in  the  deaths  from  violence,  attributable  no  doubt,  to  the 
increasing  volume  of  traffic  carried  by  the  roads  through  the  District. 

Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

See  page  39  of  this  Report. 

(ii)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

None  provided  for  by  this  Authority.  A  district  nurse  is  employed 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the  local 
District  Nursing  Association. 

Midwives. 

Registration  and  supervision  exercised  by  the  County  Council. 

(iii)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examinations . 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  medical  men  practising 
in  the  district  can  obtain  free  bacteriological  examinations  in  cases  of 
diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis  and  meningitis.  These  examina¬ 
tions  are  carried  out  at  the  Hill  End  Mental  Hospital,  near  St.  Albans. 

Provision  of  Anti-toxin ,  etc. 

A  supply  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  available  without  charge  for 
Medical  men  practising  in  the  district.  It  is  kept  at  the  office  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Council  Offices,  16  St.  Albans  Road, 
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Hatfield.  A  supply  of  sterile  throat  swabs  and  Widal  outfits  is  also 
kept  there.  Similar  facilities  are  available  at  the  Cottage  Hospital, 
Elm  Gardens,  Welwyn  Garden  City. 


(iv)  Hospitals. 


Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the  County 

Council. 


Hospital. 

1.  Tuberculosis  ... 

2.  Maternity 

3.  Children 

4.  Isolation 


Situation. 

County  Sanatorium  ... 
Wellhouse  Hospital,  Barnet  ... 

Ditto . 

Hertford  and  Ware,  Gallows 
Hill,  Hertford 


5.  Smallpox  ...  None . 

6.  Mental  ...  Hill  End,  near  St.  Albans 

7.  *Home  for  aged  Public  Assistance  Institution, 

and  infirm  women  Hatfield  ... 

*  Male  Infirmary  cases  are  admitted  to  Wellhouse 


Authority. 
County  Council 
County  Council 
Ditto 

East  Herts. 

Joint  Hospital 
Board 

County  Council 
County  Council 

,  Barnet. 


(v)  Ambulance  Facilities. 
(a)  For  infectious  cases. 


( b )  Non-infectious  and  accident 
cases. 


(c)  Maternity  patients. 


Motor  ambulance  stationed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Gallows  Hill, 
Hertford. 

(Telephone  :  Hertford  28.) 

The  Council  have  provided  a  fully 
equipped  Ambulance  which  is 
available  in  the  case  of  accidents 
or  for  non  -  infectious  cases 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District. 

(Telephone  :  Hatfield  2222.) 

As  in  (b). 


(vi)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 


The  following  clinics 
Pre-natal,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare. 

Minor  Ailments  of  School 
Children. 

Massage  and  Electrical 

Dental. 

Ophthalmic. 

Tuberculosis. 

Orthopaedic. 

Venereal. 


are  provided  : — 


Northcotts, 

Fridays,  2  p.m. 

Hatfield. 

do. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays, 
2  p.m. 

do. 

Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  Mornings. 

do. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays. 

do. 

By  arrangement. 

do. 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays, 
1 1  a.m. 

Bricket  House, 

2nd  Wednesday. 

St.  Albans. 

At  a  London 

Hospital,  by  arrangement 

with  the  County  Council. 
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(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  ( a )  Public  or  (b)  Private  Swimming  Baths  open  to 
the  public  in  the  area. 

Swimming  Pool. 

Examination  of  water  from  the  Swimming  Pool  at  Mill  Green 
on  19th  March,  1937,  revealed  that  it  was  unfit  for  use  as  a  Swimming 
Pool.  The  Analyst  reported  : — 

“  Bacteriologically,  the  water  shows  evidence  of  contamination 
with  sewage  or  manurial  matter,  since  it  contains  an  excessive  number 
of  bacteria  and  excretal  organisms,  such  as  the  Bacillus  Goli  and 
Bacillus  Welchii,  are  present  in  0.1  c.c.  and  10  c.c.  respectively,  and 
the  water  is  unfit  for  public  swimming  bath  purposes.” 

When  such  organisms  are  present  in  water,  there  is  always  a  risk 
that  the  organisms  of  typhoid  fever  may  infect  the  bathers  and  this 
places  a  considerable  responsibility  upon  anyone  who  permits  the 
swimming  pool  to  be  used. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  sample  was  taken  in  cold  and  wet 
weather,  when  the  water  was  liable  to  be  less  contaminated  than  in  the 
Summer.  The  nature  of  the  swimming  pool  makes  any  measure  such 
as  chlorination  impossible,  and  it  seems  unlikely  that  it  will  be  possible 
for  the  pool  to  be  used  again. 

Swimming  as  an  exercise  and  recreation  is  of  the  greatest  benefit 
to  health,  especially  for  children,  and  in  view  of  the  prominence  which 
is  now  being  given  to  National  Physical  Fitness,  it  is  unfortunate  that 
facilities  for  it  are  not  available  in  the  District. 


Section  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  district  is  provided  by  the  Barnet  Dis¬ 
trict  Gas  and  Water  Co.  and  there  are  few  areas  not  provided  with  a 
main  supply  of  water.  Under  their  powers,  the  Barnet  District  Gas 
and  Water  Go.  are  sinking  a  new  well  in  the  village  of  Essendon  near 
the  River  Lea  and  good  progress  is  being  maintained.  The  Public 
supply  has  been  of  good  quality  and  no  shortage  has  been  experienced. 

During  the  year  1938  23  samples  of  water  from  the  supply  were 
examined  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  and  the  following 
reports  were  received  : — 

(1)  Discoloured  with  turbidity  and  deposit  the  result  of  some  disturb¬ 
ance  in  the  mains.  In  the  absence  of  this  would  be  suitable  for 
domestic  use. 

(2)  Highest  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  quality. 

(3) ,  (4),  (5),  (6),  (7),  (8)  Ditto. 

(9)  Suitable  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

(10)  Suitable  for  the  purposes  of  public  supply. 
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(11)  Unsatisfactory,  but  contamination  in  the  sample  beyond  the 

Company  s  control.  Every  other  sample  taken  at  the  same  place 
perfect. 

(12)  Suitable  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

(13)  Similar  report  as  for  sample  No.  11  (2nd  analysis). 

(14)  Suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(15)  Ditto. 

(16)  Contains  slight  deposit  apart  from  this  suitable  for  domestic 
purposes. 

(17)  Slight  deposit  which  appears  in  samples  drawn  from  mains  when 
disturbance  has  taken  place.  Suspended  matter  not  harmful  in 
character. 

(18)  Suitable  for  public  supply. 

(19)  Suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

(20) ,  (21),  (22),  (23)  Ditto. 

Six  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  one  of  which  proved 
unsuitable  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  obtain  a  more  wholesome 
supply. 

Extensions  of  the  water  mains  of  the  Barnet  District  Gas  and 
Water  Co.  have  been  made  to  supply  new  Estates  at  Cuffley,  Brook- 
mans  Park,  Biichwood,  Poplars  Estate,  Bluebridge  Estate,  and  a  long 
length  of  main  has  been  laid  to  the  hamlet  of  West  End,  near  Essendon. 

The  public  supply  has  also  been  laid  on  to  Hatfield  Park  in  substitution 
of  the  Estate  Supply. 

In  addition  to  the  above  monthly  reports  are  sent  by  the  Barnet 
District  Water  Co.  of  examinations  performed  by  their  own  Analyst 
of  theii  supply.  These  reports  have  in  all  cases  been  satisfactory. 
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(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Hatfield.  The  contract  for  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Hatfield  Parish 
and  Nast  Hyde  has  been  commenced.  The  tender  of  Messrs.  J.  L. 
Rodger  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  amounting  to  £58, 030  was  accepted  and  the 
work  is  well  in  hand.  The  scheme  includes  the  enlargement  of  the 
existing  works  at  Hatfield,  three  new  pumping  stations  and  rising 
mams  and  many  new  lengths  of  sewers  to  serve  the  developing  areas. 

During  the  year  the  Hatfield  Special  Drainage  District  was  dis¬ 
solved  after  an  enquiry  being  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  ; 

Northaw.  A  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  part  of  the  parish  of 
Noithaw  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  and  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Council  to  go  out  for  tender  at  an  early  date. 

This  scheme  has  been  adopted  in  conjunction  with  the  Cheshunt 
U.D.C.  and  includes  the  provision  of  a  joint  sewer  in  the  Cuffley 
Brook  Valley  and  sewage  works  on  a  site  in  the  Cheshunt  area.  When 
the  East  Middlesex  Drainage  is  completed  the  disposal  works  will  be 

abandoned  and  the  sewer  connected  to  the  East  Middlesex  system  as 
now  agreed 
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The  provision  of  a  length  of  sewer  in  Hawkeshead  Lane,  North 
Mymms,  has  been  agreed  to  deal  with  the  unsatisfactory  condition  in 
that  area  where  cesspool  drainage  is  the  method  now  used.  A  small 
private  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Roestock  near  Hatfield  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Board  and  a  deferred  development 
area  in  the  Hatfield  District  is  now  being  developed.  When  the  sewers 
of  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Board  are  available,  the  works  will  be 
connected  to  the  main  system  by  the  construction  of  a  new  sewer.  Many 
lengths  of  sewers  have  been  laid  on  the  new  Estates  now  developing 
throughout  the  District. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  same  difficulty  exists  in  Hatfield  and  Cuffley  as  in  the  past 
owing  to  the  ever  increasing  flow  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  in  these 
areas"  When  the  new  works  are  completed  the  present  difficulties 

should  be  overcome. 

All  properties  in  areas  that  are  now  served  are  being  connected  to 
the  main  drainage  system  thus  preventing  the  possible  pollution  of 
ditches  and  streams  from  defective  or  overflowing  cesspools. 

3. (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  conservancy  system  is  in  use  only  in  isolated  parts  of  the 
District. 

The  cleansing  of  these  earth  pails  is  carried  out  by  the  Council 

with  few  exceptions. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  Musses.  Inns  &  Co.  to  dispose 
of  the  rubbish  at  their  disused  gravel  pits  on  the  Hertford  Road  at  an 
agreed  price  per  ton  delivered  at  the  site.  This  includes  effective  dis¬ 
posal  and  covering  the  surface  with  a  sufficient  covering  of  earth  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Herts  County  Council  under  their  Act  of  1935.. 
The  Council’s  old  dump  at  Mount  Pleasant  will  not  be  used  m 

future  for  the  disposal  of  house  refuse. 

The  Council  have  extended  their  cesspool  cleansing  service  and 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Surveyor  4  free. cleansings  can  now  be  given  in 
special  circumstances  and  6  to  the  residents  on  the  Ridgeway  Cuffley 
which  is  an  exceptional  case. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

During  the  year  inspections  dealing  with  varied  matters  with 

regard  to  Nuisances,  Housing  Defects. 

Number  of 


Nuisances 
Abated  after 

Number  of 

No.  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Number  of 

Nuisances 

Remarks. 

Inspections 

Informal 

Notice  or 

Formal 

Abated 

for 

Notices 

Letter 

Notices 

after 

Nuisances. 

Served. 

or  Action  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Served. 

Formal 

Notice. 

Inspections 
made  and 
no  nuisance 

269 

75 

71 

0 

0 

found  and 
including 
further  visits. 
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(iv)  No  general  action  has  been  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934. 


(v)  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  recognised  camping  sites  in  the  District  and  there¬ 
fore  no  licences  under  section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were 
issued. 

Isolated  tents  on  Farm  land  may  be  seen  during  the  summer,  but 

the  number  is  verv  small. 
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(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Four  nuisances  arising  from  the  discharge  of  black  smoke  have 
been  dealt  with.  The  De  Havilland  Aircraft  Factory,  Messrs.  Cook  & 
Son’s  Box  Factory,  the  Barnet  Water  Co.,  and  two  Laundries  are  the 
only  large  factories  in  the  District. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  (a)  Public  or  ( b )  Private  Swimming  Baths  open  to 
the  public  in  the  area. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested. 

Council  Houses.  Other  Houses.  Number  Disinfested. 

4  3  7 

Methods  employed  : 

(2)  (a)  Cimex  Fumigators  and  use  of  blow  lamp  behind  skirtings, 

etc. 

(b)  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas. 

(3)  If  any  of  the  furniture  is  suspect,  this  is  placed  in  a  van  and 

fumigated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide. 

(4)  ( a )  Council. 

(b)  Contractor. 

(5)  Advice  given  by  Sanitary  Department. 

4.  Schools. 

No  School  closure  was  found  necessary  during  1938. 

All  Schools  in  the  area  have  a  supply  of  water  from  the  main 
supply  and  all  schools  with  the  exception  of  Northaw,  Lemsford,  and 
Water  End  (Girls)  are  connected  to  the  main  drainage  system. 
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Section  D.— HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  134 

{b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 976 

(2)  ( a )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  un¬ 
der  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1 925  87 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 823 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 

gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  73 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  .  35 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  re¬ 

medied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  . . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


D 
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D.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 


4.  Housing  Act ,  1936,  Part  iv,  Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  reported  during  the  year 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year 

Number  of  persons  concerned  ... 

{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  the  over¬ 
crowding 


25 

25 

185 

6 

8 

45 


Section  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Note  on  the  Grades  of  Milk. 

Broadly  speaking  there  are  now  four  grades  of  milk,  viz.  : — 
“  Tuberculin  Tested,”  “  Accredited,”  “  Pasteurised,”  and  Ordinary. 
There  is  another  Sub-Grade  known  as  “  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteur¬ 
ised,”  and  this  milk  must  comply  with  both  grades  from  which  it 
receives  its  designation. 

The  production,  storage,  and  distribution  of  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Accredited,  and  Pasteurised  Milks  is  governed  by  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Orders,  1936,  and  1938,  made  under  the  Milk  Act, 
1934.  The  standard  for  Ordinary  milk  is  not  legally  defined  but  it 
may  be  controlled  having  regard  to  the  proper  application  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

Sampling  of  Milks. 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

(1)  Must  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test  which  is  failing  to 
decolorise  the  methylene  blue  within  5 \  hours  during  1st  October 
to  1st  May  and  \\  hours  during  1st  May  to  1st  October. 

(2)  Must  contain  no  bacillus  coli  in  1/100  of  a  millilitre. 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 

(1)  Must  not  contain  more  than  30,000  bacteria  per  millilitre. 
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Accredited. 

(1)  Must  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test. 

(2)  Must  contain  no  bacillus  coli  in  1/100  of  a  millilitre. 

Pasteurised. 

(1)  Must  not  contain  more  than  100,000  bacteria  per  millilitre. 

Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested. — Licence  to  produce  and  bottle  on  the  Farm 
issued  by  the  County  Council.  All  other  licences  issued  by  Local 
Authorities. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). — Licence  to  produce  issued  by 
County  Council.  All  other  licences  issued  by  Local  Authorities. 

■S4 

Accredited. — Licence  to  produce  and  bottle  on  the  Farm  issued  by 
the  Council  Council.  All  other  licences  issued  by  Local  Authorities. 

Pasteurised. — All  licences  issued  by  Local  Authorities. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  in  the  District. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  throughout  the  district  are  on  the  whole 
clean  and  well  kept,  and  numerous  inspections  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  past  year,  especially  as  to  their  suitability  for  the  production 
°f c  Accredited  55  or  “  Tuberculin  Tested  55  Milk.  There  are  numerous 
producers  in  the  district,  and  several  have  been  granted  licences  by 
the  County  Council  during  the  year. 

Supplementary  licences  have  been  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936,  to  retail  designated  milk  from  outside  the 
area.  One  licence  has  been  issued  for  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk 
to  be  bottled  for  retail  away  from  the  place  of  production. 


Samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis  and  examined  according 
to  the  designation.  “  Accredited  ”  and  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milks 
are  now  required  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  test  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

All  the  samples  of  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  “Accredited”  and 
Pasteurised  ”  milk  satisfied  their  respective  tests.  Of  the  eighteen 
samples  of  ordinary  milk  that  were  taken,  seven  were  equivalent  to  the 
standard  of  “  Accredited.” 

Samples  number  1,  3,  9,  12,  16,  17,  18,  20,  21,  22,  23,  25,  26,  28, 
33,  34,  36,  37,  42,  and  43,  were  produced  outside  the  district. 
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MILK  SAMPLES. 


Date 

No.  of  Methylene 

No. 

of 

Designation 

Bacteria 

Blue 

Coliform 

Sampling 

per  Mil. 

Test 

Test 

1 

26th  Jan. 

Ordinary 

4,400 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

2 

yy 

Ordinary 

300,000 

— 

Present  in 

T 

3 

yy 

Ordinary 

30,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

4 

yy 

Ordinary 

18,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

5 

yy 

Ordinary 

110,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

6 

2nd  Mar. 

Ordinary 

1,400 

— 

Present  in 

•01 

7 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

13,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

8 

y  y 

Accredited 

— 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

9 

y  y 

Accredited 

— 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

10 

23rd  Mar. 

Pasteurised 

3,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

11 

y  y 

Ordinary 

560,000 

— 

Present  in 

•01 

12 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

6,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

13 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

14 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

15 

y  y 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

800 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

16 

3rd  May 

Pasteurised 

3,300 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

17 

y  y 

Ordinary 

560,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

18 

yy 

Ordinary 

43,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

19 

5  th  May 

Suggested 

Accredited 

207,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

20 

6th  May 

Ordinary 

7,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

21 

10th  May 

Suggested 

Accredited 

8,100 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

22 

24th  May 

Accredited 

1,200 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

23 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3,900 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

24 

29th  June 

Accredited 

— 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

25 

y  y 

Accredited 

— 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

26 

yy 

Ordinary 

(Pasteurised) 

156,000 

— 

— 

27 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4,600 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

28 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

23,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

29 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

40,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

30 

18th  Aug. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

100,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

31 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4,200 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

32 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

22,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

33 

y  y 

Accredited 

— 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

34 

y  y 

Pasteurised 

100,000 

— 

— 

35 

31st  Aug. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

60,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

36 

21st  Sept. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

37 

20th  Oct. 

Accredited 

19,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

38 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1,000,000 

Satisfied 

Not  satisfied 

39 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

600 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

40 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

41 

y  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

60 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

42 

14th  Dec. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

14,000 

Satisfied 

Satisfied 

43 

yy 

Ordinary 

52,000 

— 

Present  in 

•01 

44 

yy 

Ordinary 

30,000 

— 

Absent  in 

•001 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  inspections  of  the  eight  Licensed 
Slaughterhouses  in  the  area  were  made  during  the  year.  They  were 
found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  good  condition. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

No.  killed 

Cows 

20 

17 

17 

Lambs 

402 

450 

No.  inspected  ... 

18 

13 

17 

385 

429 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

(1)  Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  ...  ...  — 

1 

4 

(2)  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

3 

18 

21 

(3)  Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  ... 

23% 

4-9%  5-8% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

(1)  Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

3 

1 

(2)  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

1 

25 

(3)  Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

30-8 

6-7% 

There  is  no  Meat  Marketing  Scheme  under  Part  iii  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  in  force  in  the  district. 


(c)  Adulteration. 

These  duties  are  performed  by  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Hert¬ 
fordshire  County  Council. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  foods  is  carried  out  at  the  County 
Council  Laboratory,  Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans. 


(e)  Nutrition. 

Courses  of  Instruction  on  Domestic  Science  are  held  at  the  In¬ 
structional  Centres  at  Hatfield  and  Essendon.  These  centres  are 
administered  by  the  Educational  Authority. 

(f)  Shell  Fish  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  in  the  district. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK¬ 
PLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of 

Premises.  Inspections.  Written  Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  8  2 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ...  7  0 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  Premises)  0  0 

Total  ...  15  2 

Occupiers  Prosecuted  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil 


Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Want  of  cleanliness 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

Other  Nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

'  insufficient 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation  < 

not 

separate 

0 

0 

^  for  sexes 

Total  ... 

2 

2 

Section  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  are  the  infectious  diseases  which  are  notifiable  in 
Hatfield  : 

Infectious  Diseases  which  must  be  Notified  to  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Smallpox  (Variola),  1889  and  1899. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina). 

Typhus  (Jail  Fever). 

Typhoid  (Enteric  Fever).  Extended  to  include  Paratyphoid,  1927. 
Relapsing  Fever  (Tick  Fever). 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Childbirth  Fever),  1926,  1928,  1937,  1939. 
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Tuberculosis  (Consumption),  1912,  1921,  1924,  1930. 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis). 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Inflammation  of  the  Spinal  Cord). 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  the 
Newly-born),  1914,  1926,  1928,  1937. 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  (Inflammation  of  the  Brain),  1918. 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  (Sleepy  Sickness). 

Acute  Primary  Malaria  (Ague),  1919. 

Dysentery  (Inflammation  of  Large  Gut).  Extended  to  include 
Amoebic  and  Bacillary  types,  1927. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  : — 

Total 

Cases 

Disease. 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

Notified 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

15 

15 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

43 

39 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

11 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

11 

2 

0 

An  Analysis 

of  Cases 

Notified  under  Age  Groups. 

Under 

1  year  1 

2 

3  4 

5  10 

15  20  35 

45  65  Total 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

—  — 

— 

1  - 

-  7 

4  -  3 

-  -  15 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

—  — 

1 

-  6 

4  13 

8  5  6 

-  -  43 

Erysipelas  ... 

•  •  • 

1  - 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

-  -  2 

2  6  11 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

_  — 

— 

1  - 

—  - 

-  3  2 

1  4  11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

1  - 

-  -  1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

•  •  • 

1  - 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  —  — 

-  -  1 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_  _ 

1  to  5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_  _ 

5  „  15 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_  _ 

_ 

15  „  20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  _ 

20  „  25 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

25  „  30 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2  2 

_ 

30  „  35 

3 

2 

1 

— 

2 

_ 

35  „  45 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

45  „  55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_  ___ 

55  „  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  _ 

65  and  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

Totals 

11 

9 

2 

55 

1 

5  4 

0  0 

Tuberculosis. 

There  is  little  change  in  the  aggregate  figures  relating  to  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis  in  the  District,  but  there  is  an  increase  of  six  deaths. 
An  increase  in  the  total  figures  and  the  deaths  is  to  be  expected  for 
some  time  owing  to  the  moving  into  the  District  of  workers  from 
depressed  areas  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  4  of  the  deaths  included  in  the 
total  of  9  can  be  regarded  as  having  entered  the  district  with  the 
infection. 

A  chart  is  appended  showing  the  comparative  figures  for  some 
other  districts  from  1934  to  1937. 


Tuberculosis  Statistics. 


District. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

Hatfield  Rural  : 

New  Cases 

17 

19 

13 

20 

Deaths  ... 

7 

7 

5 

4 

Death  Rate 

•55 

•52 

•34 

•25 

A  Garden  City  : 

New  Cases 

13 

14 

5 

15 

Deaths  ... 

3 

7 

7 

4 

Death  Rate 

•32 

•70 

•65 

•35 

A  Garden  City  : 

New  Cases 

17 

27 

23 

10 

Deaths  ... 

7 

6 

7 

8 

Death  Rate 

•49 

•41 

•46 

.51 

A  London  Borough  : 

New  Cases 

171 

117 

119 

123 

Deaths 

63 

54 

61 

62 

Death  Rate 

•862 

•792 

•871 

1-005 

England  and  Wales  : 

New  Cases 

64,230 

59,623 

59,269 

59,198 

Deaths  ... 

30,882 

29,201 

28,268 

28,531 

Death  Rate 

•740 

•687 

•657 

•695 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

At  their  September  Meeting  the  Council  approved  a  Scheme  for 
Immunisation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  against  Diph¬ 
theria,  the  injections  to  be  carried  out  by  local  Medical  Practitioners 
at  a  fee  of  5s.  per  head,  material  being  provided  by  the  Council. 

It  was  not  proposed  to  include  children  under  5  years  in  the 
Scheme,  as  facilities  were  already  available  at  “  Northcotts  ”  clinic 
under  a  Scheme  of  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council. 

Publicity  for  the  Scheme  was  commenced  early  in  October  and 
during  the  remaining  three  months  of  1938,  470  children  were  immun¬ 
ised  under  the  Council’s  Scheme.  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Chalmers,  the 
Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  “Northcotts”  Clinic,  that  88  children 
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were  immunised  under  the  County  Scheme  during  1938,  making  a 
total  of  558  children  protected  against  the  disease. 

This  may  be  regarded  as  a  very  gratifying  response  and  if  the 
scheme  is  peiiodically  renewed,  it  will  be  possible  ultimately  to  protect 

a  very  large  proportion  of  the  children  of  the  District  against  Diph- 
tnena. 

during  the  year  there  were  43  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  as  against  40 
ln  a  .he  total  incidence  of  the  disease  need  not  be  regarded  as 
unduly  high,  especially  having  regard  to  the  adverse  weather  condi¬ 
tions  which  prevailed  for  most  of  the  year.  The  same  factors  probably 
influenced  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  of  which 
there  were  15  cases  as  against  2  in  1937.  It  was  gratifying  to  note  that 
there  was  one  death  only  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  none  from  Diphtheria. 
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WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  1938. 


i.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


(a)  Medical. 

TREVOR  THOMAS,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  R.G.P.S.,  London, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspector. 

C.  B.  BORTHWICK,  M.Inst.,  M.  and  Cy.E.,  M.R.San.L, 
Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  5,354 

Population  (Mid-year  1938)  R.G.  ...  ...  3,997 

Population  Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  •••  3,699 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate 

Book,  December,  1938  ...  ...  ...  1,337 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  £32,287 


Sum  represented  by  a  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £H3 

Social  Conditions. 

Two  Parishes,  Ayot  St.  Lawrence  and  Ayot  St.  Peter,  are  mainly 
agricultural.  The  remaining  part  of  the  District  is  becoming  urbanised 
and  a  considerable  number  of  the  residents  are  engaged  in  business  in 
London. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 


Live  births,  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Still  births,  Legitimate 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

46 

23 

23 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

2 

1 

1 

estimated  resident 

48 

24 

24 

population 

12*0 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births  ... 

0*0 

The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1938  was 
15T0  and  including  still  births  15.70  and  in  1937  it  was  14  90  and 
including  still  births  15*50. 


Deaths. 


Total.  M.  F. 

45  17  28  Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  re¬ 
sident  population  *11*2 


In  1937  the  corresponding  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
12*4  per  1,000  population  and  the  death  rate  for  Welwyn  in  1937  was 
12*79. 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : —  and  still)  births. 

No.  29 — Puerperal  sepsis  ...  0  0  0 

No.  30 — Other  puerperal  causes  0  0 

*  This  figure  is  arrived  at  by  multiplying  the  crude  death  rate  by  0*99  the 
adjusting  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

This  is  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  death  rate  of  the  district  comparable  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales  on  the  basis  of  equal  sex  and  age  distribution. 
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In  1938  there  were  5  deaths  under  1  year  of  age.  A  list  of  causes  is 
given  hereunder  : — 


Male  7  weeks 
Male  7  weeks 
Male  20  days 
Male  2  days 
Female  5  weeks 


Congenital  deformities  and  wasting. 
Cause  not  ascertained. 

Pneumonia. 

Prematurity. 

Cause  not  stated. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1938—104-17  per  1,000  live  births. 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1938—53-0. 


The  following  table  gives  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Scarlet  Fever . 

Influenza  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  disease 
Syphilis 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

Diabetes  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

Peptic  Ulcer . . 

Appendicitis . 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Congenital  debility  and  Malformation,  pre¬ 
mature  birth  ... 

Senility  . 

Suicide  . 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

Other  defined  diseases 
Cause  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Other  liver  diseases  ... 


Males. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 


Females. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

5 

3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

6 
0 

4 
3 
1 
0 


17  28 


Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority.  See  Section  1  of  the 
Report. 
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(ii)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

None  provided  for  by  this  Authority.  A  District  Nurse  is  employed 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the  local  Dis¬ 
trict  Nursing  Association.  The  Nurse  resides  at  No.  7,  London  Road, 
Welwyn. 


Midwives. 


Registration  and  supervision  exercised  by  the  County 


Council. 


(iii)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examinations . 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  medical  men  practising 
in  the  district  can  obtain  free  bacteriological  examinations  in  cases  of 
diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis  and  meningitis. 

The  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Hill  End  Mental  Hospital, 
near  St.  Albans. 


Provision  of  Anti-toxin ,  etc. 

A  supply  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  available  without  charge  for 
Medical  men  practising  in  the  district.  It  is  kept  at  the  Queen  Victoria 
Memorial  Cottage  Hospital,  School  Lane,  Welwyn  ;  telephone  Wel¬ 
wyn  19.  A  supply  of  sterile  throat  swabs  and  Widal  outfits  are  also 
kept  at  this  Institution.  Similar  facilities  are  available  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital,  Elm  Gardens,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  and  at  The  Council 
Offices,  London  Road,  Welwyn. 


(iv)  New  Legislation. 

The  Housing  (Rural  Worker’s)  Amendment  Act,  1938. 
The  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938. 


(v)  Hospitals. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the 

County  Council. 


Hospital.  Situation. 


L 

Tuberculosis  ... 

County  Sanatorium  ... 

2. 

Maternity 

Well  House  Hospital 

Barnet 

3. 

Children 

5  5 

4. 

Isolation 

Letchworth 

5. 

Smallpox 

None. 

6. 

Mental 

Flill  End,  near  St. 
Albans 

7. 

*Home  for  aged 

Public  Assistance  Insti¬ 

and  infirm  ... 

tution,  Welffield, 
Hatfield 

Authority. 

County  Council. 

County  Council. 
County  Council. 
Hitchin  and  Letch- 
worth  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 


County  Council. 


County  Council. 


*  Male  Infirmary  cases  are  admitted  to  Wellhouse  Home,  Barnet. 
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(vi)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases  . . .  Motor  ambulance  stationed  at  the 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Letchworth. 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  Motor  ambulance  stationed  at  (1) 

accident  cases  ...  The  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 

Hospital,  School  Lane,  Welwyn, 
(2)  The  County  General  Hospital, 
Hertford,  (3)  Fire  Station,  Welwyn 
Garden  City  (Motor  ambulance  of 
the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban 
District  Council). 

(c)  Maternity  Patients  ...  As  in  (4). 


(vii)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Some  particulars  of  these  Institutions  are  set  out  below 


Clinic.  Place. 

Maternity  and  Welwyn 

Infant  Welfare  Welfare  Hut,  Lon¬ 
don  Road. 

.  Ditto 


Time. 
2  p.m. 


Date. 

*  Fridays. 


Ante-natal 

Dental 

Massage 


Ditto  . 

Queen  Victoria  Me¬ 
morial  Hospital 


Ante-Natal  The  New  Hall, 
Maternity  and  Woolmer  Green 
Infant  Wel¬ 
fare 

Orthopaedic 


2-4  p.m.  2nd  Thursday 
every  month. 

2-4  p.m.  Alternate  Mon¬ 
days. 

2  p.m.  Mondays,  Wednes¬ 
days  and  Fri¬ 
days. 

2.30  p.m.  2nd  Tuesday. 


Tuberculosis 

Venereal 

Disease 


Old  Free  School, 
Tilehouse  Street, 
Hitchin. 


4th  Wednesday  of  alternate 
months — January,  March, 
May,  etc. 

‘‘Northcotts,”  North  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  each 
Road,  Hatfield.  month,  1 1  o’clock. 
Treatment  is  carried  out  in  London  Hospitals  free  of 
cost  to  the  patients  under  arrangements  made  by 
the  County  Council. 

*  Medical  Officer  attends  1st  and  3rd  Fridays. 


Section  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(i)  Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  circumstances  with  regard  to 
water  supply  during  the  year,  except  for  a  tendency  for  the  consump¬ 
tion  to  increase. 

During  the  whole  year  (October,  1937,  to  September,  1938),  the 
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average  weekly  consumption  (from  Welwyn  Garden  City  Waterworks 
alone)  was  1,226,000  gallons,  and  during  the  half  year  ended  Septem¬ 
ber,  1938,  taken  separately  the  average  weekly  consumption  was 
1,374,000  gallons.  An  amount  in  excess  of  1,500,000  gallons  was  taken 
during  seven  separate  weeks.  All  these  figures  are  higher  than  any 
previously  recorded. 

In  April  the  Council  approved  new  arrangements  for  submitting 
samples  of  water  from  the  various  public  supplies  for  analysis  at  more 
frequent’ intervals,  and  for  taking  samples  of  private  supplies  for  the 
same  purpose  as  and  when  necessary. 

In  all,  32  samples  of  water  have  been  collected  and  reported  upon 
during  the  year,  of  these  21  were  samples  of  public  supplies  and  11 
were  in  connection  with  private  supplies.  In  addition,  copies  of  five 
reports  upon  public  supplies  were  submitted  by  other  authorities 
supplying  water  in  the  district. 

The  following  are  typical  and  representative  reports  : — 

Sample  taken  on  31st  October,  1938  (source  of  water — Hitchin 
R.D.C.  Waterworks  at  Codicote). 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 


Beale  &  Suckling.  91  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

Ernest  V.  Suckling,  M.B.,  etc.  London,  E.C.4. 

Ref.  M.  5546.  7th  November,  1938. 


Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  31st  October,  1938. 
From  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council. 


Labelled  265  ft.  bore  at  Codicote  Waterworks.  Date  31st  October, 
1938,  11.30  a.m. 


Taken  by  F.  Davenport. 
Davenport. 

Appearance 
Colour 
Reaction  pH 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C.  . 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Hardness  :  Total  ... 

Temporary 
Permanent 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80°  F 
Metals 


Witness,  E.  A.  Childs.  Signed,  F. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000* 

Clear  and  bright 
Normal — -Odour  Nil. 
Neutral  :  7T.  Free  Car¬ 

bonic  Acid  2' 8. 

495.  Total  Solids,  180°  C. 
33*0. 

T2.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
Carbonate  24' 0. 

32-0. 

22-0. 

10-0. 

0'24.  Nitrites  absent. 

00004  Ammoniacal  Nitro¬ 
gen—. 

O'OOOO  Albuminoid  Nitro¬ 
gen — . 

o-ooo. 

Absent. 
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Bacteriological  Results. 


No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 
On  Agar  in  1  day  at  37°  G. 
,,  ,,  ,,  2  day  at  37°  G. 

,,  ,,  ,,  3  day  at  20°  G. 

The  Bacillus  Coli  ... 

Bacillus  Welchii 

(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) . 


0 

2 

3 

Present  in — Absent  in  100  c.c. 
Present  in — Absent  in  100  c.c. 


Report : — This  is  a  clear  and  bright  water,  of  normal  colour.  It  is 
neutral  in  reaction,  very  hard  in  character,  although  not  to  an 
excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  saline  or  mineral  matter 
in  solution,  no  metals,  and  is  of  a  high  degree  of  organic  and 
bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  therefore  considered  wholesome  in  character 
and  suitable  for  purposes  of  public  supply. 

(Signed)  E.  Suckling. 


Sample  taken  on  1st  December,  1938  (source  of  water — Welwyn 
R.D.C.  Waterworks,  Welwyn). 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

Beale  &  Suckling.  91  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

Ernest  V.  Suckling,  M.B.,  etc.  London,  E.C.4. 

Ref.  M.6339.  9th  December,  1938. 

Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  1st  December,  1938, 
from  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council. 

Labelled  :  Direct  tap  at  Jeeve’s  Cottage,  Ayot  Green,  Public 
Supply  ex.  Greggs  Wood  Tower.  Date  1st  December,  1938,  10  a.m* 

Taken  by  C.  B.  Borthwick.  Witness  — .  Signed  C.  B.  Borthwick. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000* 


Appearance 

Colour  . 

Reaction  pH 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C.  ... 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Hardness  :  Total  ... 

Temporary 
Permanent 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Eree  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80°  F. 
Metals  . 


Clear  and  bright. 

Normal — Odour  Nil. 

Neutral  :  7*3.  Free  Car¬ 
bonic  Acid  1*5. 

525.  Total  Solids,  dried  at 
180°  C.  35-0. 

1.2.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
Carbonate  26"0. 

29-0. 

24*0. 

5-0. 

0*40.  Nitrites  absent. 

0-0004.  Ammoniacal  Nitro¬ 
gen. 

0*0008.  Albuminoid  Nitro¬ 
gen. 

o-ooo. 

Iron  :  0"015.  Zinc  :  Trace. 
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Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 

On  Agar  in  1  day  at  37°  G.  ...  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  2  days  at  37°  C.  6 

„  ,,  ,,  3  days  at  20°  C.  12 

The  Bacillus  Coli  ...  ...  Present  in — Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  .  Present  in— Absent  in  100  c.c. 

(. B .  Enteritidus  Sporogenes). 

Report : — This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  of  normal  colour.  The 
water  is  neutral  in  reaction,  very  hard  in  character,  although  not 
to  an  excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  metals,  is 
of  satisfactory  organic  quality,  and  a  high  degree  of  bacterial 
purity. 

It  is,  therefore,  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character, 
and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  E.  Suckling. 

Sample  taken  on  20th  December,  1938  (source  of  water — Welwyn 
Garden  City  U.D.C.  Waterworks.) 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

Beale  &  Suckling.  91  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

Ernest  V.  Suckling,  M.B.,  etc.  London,  E.C.4. 

Ref.  M.6849.  24th  December,  1938. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  water 
received  20th  December,  1938,  from  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council. 

Labelled  (C)  :  Direct  tap  at  “  Warren  View,”  Potters  Heath  (ex 
Potters  Heath  Tower).  Date,  20th  December,  1938,  10.45  a.m. 

Taken  by  C.  B.  Borthwick.  Witness,  — .  Signed,  C.  B.  B. 

Number  of  Colonies  per  c.c.  or  ml.  of  water 
growing  upon  Agar  at  37°  C.  in  1  day  ... 

Number  of  Colonies  per  c.c.  or  ml.  of  water 
growing  upon  Agar  at  37°  C.  in  2  days  ... 

Number  of  Colonies  per  c.c.  or  ml.  of  water 
growing  upon  Agar  at  20°  C.  in  3  days  ... 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  producing  acid  and 
gas  in  Bile-Salt  Lactose  Broth  after  2  days 
incubation  at  37°  C. 

(Presumptive  Bacillus  Coli  Test.) 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  containing  the  Bacil¬ 
lus  Coli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  giving  the  reaction 

of  the  B.  Welchii  (B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes)  Absent  in  100  c.c. 
This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity 
in  which  respects  it  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  E.  Suckling. 


0 

7 

11 

Absent  in  100  c.c. 


Absent  in  100  c.c. 
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Sample  taken  on  20th  December,  1938  (source  of  water — Higher 
Well,  Ayot  Green). 

Note. — The  well  is  now  very  little  used. 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

Beale  &  Suckling,  91  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

Ernest  V.  Suckling,  M.B.,  etc.  London,  E.C.4. 

Ref.  M.6847.  24th  December,  1938. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  Water 
received  20th  December,  1938,  from  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council. 

Labelled  (A)  :  Higher  Well,  Ayot  Green.  Date  20th  December, 
1938,  9.55  a.m. 


Taken  by  C.  B.  Borthwick.  Witness,  — .  Signed,  C.  B.  B. 


Number  of  Colonies  per  c.c.  or  ml.  of  water 
growing  upon  Agar  at  37°  C.  in  1  day  ... 

Number  of  Colonies  per  c.c.  or  ml.  of  water 
growing  upon  Agar  at  37°  C.  in  2  days  ... 

Number  of  Colonies  per  c.c.  or  ml.  of  water 
growing  upon  Agar  at  20°  C.  in  3  days  ... 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  producing  acid  and 
gas  in  Bile-Salt  Lactose  Broth  after  2  days 
incubation  at  37°  C.  (Presumptive  Bacillus 
Coli  Test) . 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  containing  the 
Bacillus  Coli 

Smallest  quantity  of  the  water  giving  the  re¬ 
action  of  the  B.  Welchii  (Bacillus  Enteri- 
tidis  Sporogenes)  ... 


20 

40 

720 


Present  in  10  c.c. 
Absent  in  1  c.c. 

Absent  in  100  c.c. 


Absent  in  100  c.c. 


This  sample  contains  an  appreciable  number  of  bacteria  in  which 
respect  it  is  not  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity,  but  it  shows  no 
evidence  of  serious  pollution,  such  as  by  sewage  or  manurial  matter, 
and  in  its  present  condition  is  considered  wholesome  in  character,  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

The  sample  contained  a  brown  deposit  consisting  of  mineral 
matter. 

Although  the  water  cannot  be  considered  unwholesome  on  the 
results  of  this  sample,  a  better  supply  should  be  provided  if  available. 

(Signed)  E.  V.  Suckling. 

The  sampling  of  Private  Water  Supplies  revealed  several  unsatis¬ 
factory  supplies  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  effect  improvements  by 
cleaning  up  surroundings  and  protecting  the  wells.  In  one  case, 
referred  to  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon 
a  well  and  sink  an  entirely  new  borehole,  from  which  a  good  pure 
supply  is  being  obtained. 

During  the  year  150  yards  of  new  main  and  27  new  supply  pipes 
have  been  laid  in  connection  with  new  buildings,  etc. 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Circumstances  remain  unchanged  since  my  last  Annual  Report. 

No  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  connection  with  Sewage 
Disposal,  the  Disposal  Works  at  Welwyn  and  Woolmer  Green  having 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily  and  without  nuisance. 

The  average  daily  flow  of  Sewage  at  Welwyn  Disposal  Works 
throughout  the  whole  year  was  68,670  gallons.  The  lowest  daily  flow 
was  52,000  gallons  on  21st  September,  with  rainfall  0'02  inches,  and 
the  highest  was  137,000  gallons  on  25th  November,  with  rainfall  ‘64 
inches. 

The  work  of  completing  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  ol 
Welwyn  (including  Digswell)  has  not,  as  was  hoped,  been  commenced 
during  the  year.  The  Council  are  well  aware  of  the  urgent  need  for 
this  work  to  be  put  in  hand,  but  consider  that  until  assistance  by  way 
of  grant  is  forthcoming  the  District  cannot  bear  the  financial  burden 
involved.  In  the  meantime  additional  cesspools  and  septic  tanks 
which  are  being  provided  in  connection  with  New  Buildings  in  the 
unsewered  areas  must  have  the  effect  of  accentuating  the  problem  and 
increasing  the  ultimate  cost  of  introducing  main  drainage. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Council  appointed  a  Committee  to  inspect 
the  developed  areas  lying  on  either  side  of  the  Great  North  Road 
between  Welwyn  and  Woolmer  Green  and  report  specially  upon 
drainage  conditions. 

A  report  was  presented  and  contained  the  following  information  : 


No.  of  existing  separately  occupied  premises  which  are 
drained  to  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  ... 

No.  of  cesspools  or  septic  tanks 

No.  of  additional  dwellings  for  which  plans  have  already 
been  passed  and  which,  if  erected,  will  in  the  present 
circumstances  be  drained  into  cesspools 

No.  of  additional  separate  building  plots  for  which  lay-out 
plans  have  been  approved  and  upon  each  of  which  a 
cesspool  may  be  constructed  ... 


373 

331 

40 

179 


The  following  is  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Committee’s 
Report  : — 

“  The  present  position  in  this  area,  accentuated  as  it  is  by  the 
trouble  in  Woodland  Way  referred  to  by  the  Surveyor  in  his  report, 
is  very  disturbing  from  a  hygienic  point  of  view,  and  the  early  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  main  sewerage  system  is,  in  our  opinion,  necessary  if  the 
health  of  the  community  is  to  be  safeguarded.” 

At  Woolmer  Green  there  now  remain  only  3  dwelling  houses  and 
2  other  premises  not  provided  with  main  drainage,  where  a  public 
sewer  is  available. 


(iii)  Rainfall. 

The  total  rainfall  recorded  at  Welwyn  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
during  the  year  was  2056  inches,  which  is  4'02  inches  less  than  the 
average  for  the  previous  five  years.  There  was  a  measurable  fall  of 
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rain  on  164  separate  days,  fairly  evenly  spread  over  the  whole  year. 
The  heaviest  daily  fall  was  ‘74  inches  on  27th  September,  1938.  The 
wettest  month  was  December  with  3-26  inches  of  rain  and  the  driest 
month  was  April  with  T2  inch. 

The  average  annual  rainfall  for  the  preceding  five  years  was  24‘58 
inches  ;  the  wettest  year  was  1937  with  3T35  inches  and  the  driest 
year  was  1933  with  a  rainfall  of  15T0  inches. 

(iv)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  in  connection  with  river  pollution  was  found  necessary. 

(v)  Closet  Accommodation. 

No  notable  alteration  in  circumstances  calls  for  comment.  At 
Woolmer  Green  the  drains  of  four  more  premises  have  been  connected 
with  the  main  sewer  and  four  earth-closets  have  been  replaced  by 
water-closets.  There  now  remain  at  Woolmer  Green  only  one  dwelling 
house  and  two  other  premises  where  earth-closets  are  still  in  use. 

In  the  parishes  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence  and  Ayot  St.  Peter,  earth- 
closets  are  still  in  general  use  in  cottages. 

(vi)  Public  Cleansing. 

A  weekly  collection  by  Contract  has  been  continued  throughout 
the  year.  A  covered  mechanically  propelled  vehicle  has  been  used. 
Very  few  complaints  have  been  received  and  these  have  related  almost 
entirely  to  delays  in  collection  occasioned  by  heavy  snowfall  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  refuse  is  delivered  at  the  Council’s  tip  and  there  dealt  with 
by  the  Council’s  own  staff.  Particular  care  is  taken  to  ensure  the 
proper  packing  and  covering  of  the  refuse.  The  tip  is  maintained  free 
of  rats  and  normally  no  offensive  smell  is  evident. 

(vii)  Sanitary  Inspections. 

The  following  particulars  are  additional  to  those  given  under 
other  headings  : — 

Number  of  Premises  visited  in  connection  with  Complaints, 

Suspected  Nuisances  and  Sanitary  defects  ...  ...  80 

Number  of  visits  paid  in  connection  with  same  ...  ...  103 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

Premises. 

Visits. 

Overflowing  cesspools  ... 

50 

59 

Defective  drains  ... 

13 

15 

Unsatisfactory  water  supply 

5 

15 

Dampness 

1 

1 

Offensive  accumulations  of  rubbish 

4 

5 

Animals 

1 

1 

Filthy  premises  ... 

1 

1 

Ashpits  ... 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

2 

3 

Miscellaneous 

2 

2 

80 

103 
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Verbal  or  informal  written  requests  resulted  in  the  necessary 
remedial  action  being  taken  in  each  case.  The  service  of  formal  Notice 
was  not  found  to  be  necessary  in  any  case. 

(viii)  Shops. 

In  this  district  in  a  number  of  cases  premises  are  both  “  shops  ” 
and  “  factories  55 — inspections  under  the  Shops  Act  and  Factories 
Act  therefore  to  some  extent  overlap. 

No  special  action  under  the  Shops  Act  was  found  necessary  during 
the  year. 

(ix)  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  this  district. 

(x)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  complaints  regarding  nuisance  from  smoke  have  been  received 
and  no  action  has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

(xi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  only  one  swimming  bath  in  the  district  open  to  the 
Public.  As  previously,  the  water  supply  has  been  taken  from  the 
Council’s  mains,  and  throughout  the  season  during  which  the  bath 
has  been  open  constant  filtration  and  chlorination  has  been  carried 
out.  Frequent  inspections  have  been  made,  and  the  water  has  always 
appeared  to  be  bright  and  clear.  The  rate  of  circulation  of  the  water 
through  the  filtration,  etc.,  plant  is  only  one  complete  change  in  every 
twelve  hours,  as  against  a  normal  requirement  of  once  in  every  four 
to  six  hours  during  which  the  bath  is  in  use.  Some  compensation  for 
this  is,  however,  secured  by  keeping  the  filtration  and  chlorinating 
plant  running  day  and  night  during  the  bathing  season. 

The  bath  is  emptied  at  the  end  of  each  season. 

(xii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  of  infestation  have  come  under  notice  during  the  year. 

4.  Schools. 

There  are  four  schools  in  the  Welwyn  Rural  District — Welwyn, 
Woolmer  Green,  Ayot  St.  Peter  and  Digswell.  Of  these  Digswell  and 
Ayot  St.  Peter  may  belaid  to  be  in  a  fair  state  of  structural  and  general 
hygienic  fitness.  They  are  both  small  schools.  Welwyn  School  is  not 
so  satisfactory,  but  is  shortly  to  be  replaced.  Woolmer  Green  is 
structurally  inconvenient  and  generally  unsatisfactory.  An  unusually 
high  proportion  of  the  children  show  physical  defects  and  the  general 
unfitness,  and  co-operation  of  the  parents  in  remedying  these  defects, 
is  unsatisfactory. 
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Section  D.— HOUSING. 


New  Houses. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority .  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  Authorities .  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  13 

Total  13 

1  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  37 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  81 

(ii)  ( a )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  and  1932  .  4 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4 

(Others  recorded  previously.) 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  ...  ...  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  32 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  .  27 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Tear  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Hous¬ 

ing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  . .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re¬ 
medied  .  Nil 
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(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 
(r)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

(, d )  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


4.  Housing  Act ,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding  : — 

(, a )  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
Overcrowding 


3 

3 

29 

Nil 

2t 

20| 


Nil 


Section  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

(i)  Milk  Supply. 

The  Councifs  Register  includes  the  following  : — 

Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  •••  21 

Wholesale  Purveyors  ... 

Cowkeepers  (included  above)  ...  ...  13 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

+  No!e  :  Families  have  left  the  D-S.rict. 

I 
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Retailers’  Licences  and  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  by 
the  Council  during  1938  as  detailed  below  : — 

To  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  2 

To  sell  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Vehicles  used  for  the  distribution  of  milk, 
have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time. 

On  behalf  of  the  County  Council  twelve  samples  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  were  collected  and  delivered  to  Hill  End  Laboratory.  Of 
these,  two  were  not  up  to  the  required  standard,  but  samples  taken 
since  from  the  same  sources  have  been  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  eleven  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were 
collected  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  Bacteriologist’s  Report 
upon  9  of  these  was  satisfactory  and  steps  were  taken  to  investigate  the 
cause  of  the  remaining  two  samples  being  unsatisfactory.  Both  these 
samples  were  of  mixed  milk  produced  either  wholly  or  partly  outside 
the  district. 

Four  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  submitted  for  Biological  Test 
for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Three  samples  were  satisfactory 
in  this  respect  but  the  fourth  produced  very  definite  tuberculous  con¬ 
ditions.  The  particulars  regarding  this  sample  were  forwarded  through 
the  County  Medical  Officer  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  as  a  result  a  tuberculous  cow  was  discovered  and  destroyed. 


(ii)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter  houses,  Bake  houses,  and  Refreshment  Places  have 
been  inspected  from  time  to  time.  No  formal  action  was  found 
necessary  in  connection  with  any  of  these  places,  but  at  the  close  of 
the  year  negotiations  regarding  the  condition  of  one  snack  bar  were 
still  proceeding  and  had  not  been  satisfactorily  settled. 

There  are  in  the  District  : — 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bake  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Larger  Cafes  and  Hotels,  where  food  is  served  9 


The  numbers  of  Animals  killed  in  the  slaughter  houses  in  this 
District  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Cattle  ...  ... 

Calves  ... 

Sheep  and  Lambs 
Pigs  . 


183 

85 

740 

642 
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Section  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease. 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 
notified.  to  hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

3 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Five  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  received,  2  Woolmer 
Green,  1  Welwyn,  1  Digswell,  and  1  Ayot  St.  Peter.  Two  of  these 
patients  were  nursed  at  home. 

In  addition  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  mentioned  above,  5  cases 
of  measles  occurred. 

There  has  been  no  undue  prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
district  during  the  year,  and  the  figures  may  be  regarded  as  satis¬ 
factory. 

In  1937,  there  were  nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Periods.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0...  -  --  --  --  - 

5...  _  -  1  __--- 

15  ...  -  --  --  --  - 

25...  -  -  -  1  -  ~  -  - 

35  ...  -  1 

45  ...----  1 

65  and 

upwards  -  —  -  -  - 

-  1  1  1  1 


3  new  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year.  1  death  occurred, 
1  patient  removed  from  register  as  outside  district  and  1  patient  dis¬ 
charged  as  cured. 
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Section  G.— FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  including 

Inspection  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Systematic  inspection  of  all  premises  which  now  come  within  the 
description  “  Factory  ”  has  been  commenced  with  a  view  to  complete 
revision  of  the  register. 

Two  cases  of  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  in  premises 
whei  e  both  sexes  are  employed  have  been  dealt  with  informally. 

One  case  where  sanitary  accommodation  was  lacking  altogether 
was  being  dealt  with  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

One  certificate  of  “  Adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  Fire  ” 
has  been  issued. 


77 


APPENDIX  1. 

Aid  Raid  Precautions. 

From  the  beginning  of  1938,  it  became  apparent  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  improve  A.R.P.  organisation  in  the  District  in  relation 
to  First  Aid.  Various  instructions  had  been  received  from  time  to 
time  from  the  Home  Office  and  had  been  modified  or  cancelled.  Per¬ 
sonnel  were  little  organised  and  deficient  in  numbers.  First  Aid  Posts 
had  been  provisionally  earmarked,  but  no  equipment  for  them  or 
facilities  for  structural  modification  were  available.  There  was  no 
proper  arrangement  regarding  Ambulances  and  there  were  no  con¬ 
sumable  Medical  Stores,  such  as  dressings,  etc. 

In  June,  1938,  an  effort  was  made  to  stimulate  interest  and  re¬ 
cruiting  by  holding  an  A.R.P.  Exhibition  at  the  Hertfordshire  Show  at 
Hatfield. 

As  an  Exhibition  this  was  a  success,  and  attracted  over  1,000 
visitors,  but  the  number  of  recruits  obtained  was  disappointing. 

It  was  not  possible  to  make  any  further  improvement  in  the 
organisation  until  the  Crisis  occurred  in  September.  The  reason  for 
this  both  at  this  time  and  previously  was  the  absence  of  definite  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  Home  Office  which  would  have  made  possible  the 
purchase  of  supplies  and  the  building  up  of  an  organisation  which 
could  have  functioned  during  the  Crisis. 

During  the  Crisis  equipment  was  unobtainable,  and,  although 
volunteers  were  forthcoming  in  large  numbers,  their  lack  of  training 
and  difficulty  of  organising  so  many  at  short  notice  made  them  of 
dubious  value.  Vehicles  for  use  as  Ambulances  were  practically 
unobtainable. 

By  the  end  of  the  Crisis,  in  September,  1938,  it  had  been  found 
possible  to  produce  a  rough  organisation,  which  could  have  func¬ 
tioned  with  some  degree  of  usefulness  had  occasion  demanded.  In 
the  first  weeks  following  this  time,  First  Aid  equipment  was  brought 
to  a  fair  state  of  readiness  for  urgent  needs.  Many  gaps  were,  however, 
evident. 

These  were  notably  in  the  Ambulance  services,  the  supply  of  sand¬ 
bags  and  materials  for  protecting  the  First  Aid  Posts,  and  in  the  supply 
of  gas  masks,  helmets  and  protective  clothing,  which  should  have 
come  from  the  Central  Authorities.  The  First  Aid  Services,  even 
though  they  would  no  doubt  have  been  able  to  function,  would  have 
done  so  with  great  difficulty,  and  probably  a  considerable  number  of 
casualties. 

The  Black  Out  Exercise  in  November,  1938,  revealed  a  very 
pleasing  improvement  in  the  services,  particularly  in  the  ability  and 
willingness  of  volunteers,  and  a  number  of  practical  points  of  organ¬ 
isation  were  brought  to  light  and  improved. 

Training  of  First  Aid  Personnel  is  proceeding,  and,  provided  that 
proper  equipment  is  obtained,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  First  Aid 
Scheme  for  the  district  can  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  state  of  effi¬ 
ciency.  However,  it  is  to  be  emphasised  that  this  efficiency  depends 
in  a  very  great  measure  upon  the  proper  equipment  of  the  service  as 
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regards  sandbags,  ambulances,  clothing,  steel  helmets  and  in  every 
other  detail,  and  it  is  and  will  be  impossible  to  regard  these  services  as 
adequate  until  this  provision  is  made. 

In  recent  months,  legislation  from  the  Home  Office  and  Ministry 
of  Health  has  been  produced  which  is  designed  radically  to  alter  the 
First  Aid  System  throughout  the  country.  The  immediate  result  of 
the  legislation  has  been  considerably  to  increase  the  complexity  of 
local  organisation  without  as  yet  bringing  about  any  progress  in  its 
development.  It  is  hoped  that  the  ultimate  effect  will  be  to  enable 
Local  Authorities  to  produce  settled  schemes. 

One  further  point  emerges — the  most  important  factor  in  the 
First  Aid  Scheme  is  the  Volunteer  and  it  is  upon  his  training,  organ¬ 
isation,  and  efficiency  that  the  success  of  the  Scheme  wholly  depends. 
A  number  of  volunteers  in  the  District  are  under  training,  but  it  must 
be  emphasised  that  it  is  only  by  periodic  “  Refresher  Courses  55  classes 
and  practices  that  they  can  be  maintained  in  a  reasonable  state  ol 
efficiency. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  record  my  hearty  appreciation  of 
the  help  and  co-operation  given  to  me  during  the  Crisis  and  the  Black 
Out  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  the  British  Red  Cross,  by 
the  voluntary  workers  and  local  medical  practitioners,  and  by  my 
staff. 
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